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Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

Here we are beginning the fourth quarter of this year and it is time to start planning
the budget for 2018. The toughest part of this process is not itemizing the monthly
expenses but predicting the income. By analyzing past trends, we can estimate with a
fair amount of confidence a revenue base. It has been my experience though that the
estimated revenue base never meets the estimated expenditures. Therefore, to produce a balanced budget, we must set income goals and plan a methodology for
achieving those goals.

Becky Etzler

In the February newsletter, I described an approach using a military analogy.

“A three-pronged plan was quickly devised, with membership (both individual and
business) holding the central position. Grants and corporate sponsorships are on the
right flank and fundraising events on the left. Visualize an ancient Roman battle strategy with membership
being the infantry, with grants, sponsorships, and fundraising events as the cavalry. The cavalry are critical and
often can turn the tide of a battle but the main fighting is done by the infantry.”
There is no denying that the monthly income from membership fees constitutes the backbone of our annual
operating budget. Yet here lies the current issue. The number of active members has remained constant for
several years. Currently Riverside Nature Center membership totals 220.
Last year, Riverside Nature Center hosted approximately 5,000 visitors. Each were given equal opportunity to
explore, learn and enjoy our services. Yet statistically, only 4% of those visitors became contributors through
membership. Now we all know this is not the whole picture. There is not an expectation for out of town
visitors to become members. Also, a large percentage of our current membership are long standing members
and are so frequently at the nature center, their visits often go unrecorded in the visitor log. So, it would
appear the logical group of potential members are the local visitors.
I am not a mathematician, but by my calculations if 3% of the annual local visitors became members that would
equate into an income increase of $10,000 on average. This income increase would help balance the inflationary scales. It would also aid in producing an annual budget.
One plan for achieving this goal will be to develop a community wide membership drive this coming year.
But, you can help now by:
Renewing your current membership
Renewing your membership at the next support level
Giving a gift membership
Recruiting a friend or neighbor
Remember, Riverside Nature Center is a member supported organization and as such we are all responsible for its
financial wellbeing.
Until next time….

Becky
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SEPTEMBER 2017 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Thursday, September 7, 2017
Book Signing & Discussion with
Jim Stanley Reception 6:30 p.m.
Discussion 7:00: p.m. RNC
presents columnist, author and
naturalist Jim Stanley with his
new book: Hill Country Ecology:
Essays on Plants, Animal, Water
and Land Management.

Saturday, September 16, 2017
8 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Bird Walk & Talk
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin in front
of the RNC Visitor Center and
enjoy birding along the Guadalupe
River. All ages welcome.
Free Family Fun.
Saturday, September 23, 2017
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. RNC Spiffy Up
Join the RNC Building & Grounds
Committee in preparing for autumn
and winter. We appreciate your
help

Friday, September 8, 2017
12-7 p.m. Run for Riverside
registration packet pickup.
Riverside Visitor Center entrance.
Saturday, September 9, 2017
6:15-6:45 Run for Riverside 5K
packet pickup. Riverside Visitor
Center Entrance.
8 a.m. Run for Riverside 5K
begins . See page 8 for details.
Tuesday, September 12, 2017
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
RNC Brown Bag Lunch & Learn,

“Recycling & More the Kerrville
Way: Updates & How-To
Solutions” with David Barrera,

Thursday, September 28, 2017
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Schreiner University KACC Ballroom.
Admission $5 Join us for a stunning
https://www.groupraise.com/events/38714
collection of 8 films where nature
takes center stage to inspire you
with Earth’s beauty and fulfill your
sense of adventure. We’ll watch elk traverse mountain
tops, hear from 4th generation cattlemen, and see a Hill
Country ranch brought back to life. Brought to you by
Hill Country Alliance, UGRA, and Llano River Watershed
Alliance. Contact UGRA for details (830) 896-5445

Assistant Director of Public Works.
See more on page 4 $8 RNC Members $10 Nonmembers. Free to
New Members

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, October 4, 2017
RNC hosts the KACC Quick Draw
Competition. Look for details soon.

Thursday, September 14, 2017
6 -7 p.m. RNC Nature Night
“How to Identify Shady Characters” Join us before the fall leaf
drop & learn quickly how to identify trees. Fall is an opportune time
to see the trees in quick transition!
Have a mystery tree in your yard?
Bring a sample leaf, stem and
small branch to solve it. Free Fun.

Friday, October 6, 2017
Members Only Fall Plant & Tree Sale
Saturday, October 7, 2017

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER and THE
HILL COUNTRY MASTER NATURALISTS

Fall Festival & Texas Native Plant
& Tree Sale. See page 6 for details
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www.essentiallywooddesigns.com

RIVERSIDE 5k, 2017
More photos on next page
To download more photos:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u5wbt2gy2v8h4e5/
u5wbt2gy2v8h4e5/
AABs1EX1NtgmNM4F0C1bah7ba?dl=0
AABs1EX1NtgmNM4F0C1bah7ba?dl=0

UGRA Team
Register!

Congratulations to all of the runners, walkers and teams in the Run for Riverside 5K 2017!
We all had a great time at the Run for Riverside 5K and want to thank all of the volunteers and sponsors
that made it memorable to so many. SPONSORS:
Arthur Bell

H-E-B

Bank of the Hills

Just Fitness

Bicycle Works

True Fit Training

Culligan

Mamacita's

Douglas Towing

M/Sgt Danielak

Fat Ass Winery

MiniMart

Peter Lewis Architect
Associates

The Kerrville Daily
Times

Peterson Health

The Salvation Army

Pint and Plow

The Yoga Space

San Saba Cap

Wild Birds Unlimited

The Center for Fitness

290 Wine Shuttle

We are looking forward to Run Riverside 5K 2018
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RIVERSIDE 5k, 2017
To download more photos:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u5wbt2gy2v8h4e5/
u5wbt2gy2v8h4e5/
AABs1EX1NtgmNM4F0C1bah7ba?dl=0
AABs1EX1NtgmNM4F0C1bah7ba?dl=0

STRETCH!

ROLLING AND STROLLING!

START!

WATER!
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What you may see this month at RNC - October 2017
By Martha Miesch

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Marilyn and I discussed interesting seeds we have been seeing on trees and wildflowers recently on the
grounds at RNC and she has taken some super pictures of these. We selected a few of the most interesting that we hoped visitors and members would not overlook this month.
You may definitely notice Flame
Acanthus - (Acanthaceae) Anisacanthus quadrifidus var Wrightii - with its
beautiful red blooms that attract
butterflies. The brown seeds look dull
in comparison. But it is important to
recognize the seeds so you won’t chop
down this beauty before it has a
chance at another blooming period.
Surely you will recognize the Thornless Honey
locust that stands outside the nature lab. It
produces beautiful twisted seed pods that look
great in a table arrangement at home. You can
pick up a few specimens that have fallen from
the tree on the ground. This seed is definitely
a favorite.
Check out the Wafer-ash also known as the
hop tree because it has a history of being
used by early pioneers to brew beer. Sure is
easier to buy at HEB in our time. The seed are
terrific and can be seen at the front side of
the stone circle.
The Narrow-Leaf Globe Mallow has
multiplied big time on the path that
goes straight down the center of the
area we call the meadow. A couple
of orange blooms remain..
If you love the bloomers, check out the seeds.
Nature is full of surprises and beauty. See if you
can spot some of them on the RNC grounds.
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Check Out Our New Deck and Patio
Here are pictures of the new porch and patio. This was accomplished through a grant from the
Perry & Ruby Stevens Foundation to enhance low mobility visitor’s experience at the nature center.
We want to send a special thank you to the Perry & Ruby Stevens Foundation, Seth Weatherford
Construction for laying the porch decking, Hartley McHone Construction for designing and building the
handrails and thresholds, and Native Roots Landscaping for constructing the patio.

A special huge thank you to our staff and volunteers
(Matt Thurlow, Jeanette Watson & Morgan Williams)
who put in extra time and care with this project. .
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NOTE FROM DELORIS AND PAUL SELLIN
Leaders of “Bird Walk and Talk”

There were about 10 in the September Bird
Walk & Talk Group which was pretty spread
out much of the time. Thanks, Susan, for giving us a great "play-by-play" on the plants and
eco-system. The photo was at a place where
we soon found a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
and a Green Heron.”

RNC DONORS
August 23 thru September 25, 2017
(Does not include renewals)

Peggy Ramage

John Prater
Mamacita’s

Antoinette Hamilton
Peterson Regional Medical Center
Kevin Pillow
Wild Birds Unlimited

Gary Noller
Hill Country Septic Services
Hill Country Exxon/Mobil
Retirees

Arthur Bell

NEW MEMBERS
August 23 thru September 25, 2017

Pat Liftin

Deborah Edwards

Barbara Jansen

Gillian Wiggins

Elaine Horobec

Shasha McCracken
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
index/about-rnc/donate/generaldonation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information,
and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

RNC OFFICERS:
Peter Lewis - President
Rick Ertel - Past President
Barbara Oates - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer
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Board Members:
Tara Bushnoe
Frank Dunlap

Wynn Kilgore
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Peggy Thompson

