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ast month, I mentioned the blooming agarita and
mountain laurels. Today, we have 90 budding plants on
our grounds. What a sight to behold! As you step onto the
Visitors Center back porch, stop to see the plants featured
by our volunteers in the “What’s Blooming” exhibit. Are
you interested in more information on the subject? Read
Martha Miesch’s report in this newsletter.

Country, right here in river city!

April was a great month for RNC. On the 5th, we celebrated the opening of our exhibit, “The Guadalupe: Our River
of Life.” This debut was held in conjunction with a ribbon
cutting for the newly renovated Visitors Center. And then
we played host to over 200 guests for the First Friday
WineShare. Shortly thereafter, on April 20, we celebrated
Earth Day with our bi-annual native-plant sale and festival
that featured excellent speakers, exhibits, and family
friendly activities, such as the “Things with Wings” children’s parade.

All in all, life is good here at Riverside Nature Center. You
constantly inspire me by giving so tirelessly to create a
place where nature is interpreted and nourished. Together, we can teach the best practices for preserving and
honoring our regional natural resources.

We celebrate all of you who volunteered and attended
these events.

LATE SPRING AT RNC
Spring, the season we happily welcome public and private
school groups to experience the joy of discovery by taking
a closer look at life on our grounds and in our gardens.
Meanwhile, the “meadow maids” nurture a butterfly
friendly environment; the Native Healing Garden group
cultivates medicinal plants; John Farmer tends the cactus
garden; Tom Collins with his birders and naturalists keep a
tab on fauna; NPSOT tends a new deer-resistant garden;
John Quinby, Andy Pesez, Tim Lewis, Karen Rockoff, and Jeanette Watson see to
the grounds; our corps of educators welcome guests while expanding our outreach programs; and, the Riverside Guides
become even more skilled as leaders of
fantastic first impressions. And we prepare for our future.
The atrium committee has planned our
next exhibit. “Wild in the City” will include
things to see and fun activities for visitors
of every age. All of this underscores how
we nurture the wilds of the Texas Hill

Soon, you will receive an invitation to support our mission
while enjoying a cup of coffee from your own quiet
wildscape. If this seems a bit vague, it is. Watch your mail
and read carefully for details… And I do hope you will join
this effort, too.

In order to sustain this momentum, we have created a
planned giving program called “Friends of the Riverside.”
To participate, all you need to do is remember Riverside
Nature Center in your will. Through your participation,
you ensure the future of RNC for your children, grandchildren, and the entire community, as we continue to expand the natural world in our corner of the Hill Country.
In April, we learned of two bequeaths. We are deeply
grateful! Thank you. Such spirit touches my heart, and I
hope it does yours, too.
As I finish this note, I hear the birds singing, see the first
rays of the rising sun, and I think it is time to savor some
coffee and enjoy the show on our back porch. I hope you
will join me.

Mary Muse
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2nd Annual BILL OLIVER Concert
6:30 p.m. Bill Oliver, “Mr. Habitat,” returns to the RNC
stage for a second year to deliver his environmental message in a fun, entertaining package. This family friendly
show is geared to all ages; it’s free of charge, but donations gladly accepted. Recommended is $5-10 for adults
and $3-5 for children.
Intergenerational Adventure Day Camp
Five action-packed days. One grandparent and one elementary-age grandchild, enjoying field trips, nature, water fun, music and the arts—creating a lifetime of memories; $200 per person, RNC members; $250 nonmembers;
$50 deposit due at registration.

Brown-Bag Lunch & Learn, Guadalupe
bass report
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Texas Parks & Wildlife will report
on the Guadalupe bass restoration initiative project, conserving this rare species, our state fish of Texas. Cost is $3
RNC members, $6 nonmembers, free to those joining at
the meeting. No RSVP.

RECURRING EVENTS
Every Wednesday
Maintenance or mowing volunteers are needed to keep
grounds and improvements in working order and looking
nice. Equipment supplied, but bring your own gloves. This
is a great way to fulfill community service and to enjoy
the wonders of nature in our “wild in the city” environment. Report to the office about 9 a.m.

2nd Tuesdays
September through May, except December, experts
speak on nature-related subjects. Bring a lunch and a sack
of questions. Starts at 11:30 a.m., ending 12:45 p.m.

SAVE THE DATES
Down by the Riverside
Native-plant sale and celebration,
8 a.m.-3 p.m.
“Harvest Moon”

An evening of wine, music, & friendship
1st Fridays
Walk the property with Tom Collins and the birders and
naturalists to record the monthly fauna census. No experience required. Census takes about an hour. (January
census, 2nd Friday.) Meet in RNC parking lot at 9 a.m.

Every Wednesday
RNC meadow is undergoing a renovation with help of
dedicated volunteers. There is also a demonstration garden needing to be tended. Meadow volunteers usually
work mornings from 9 to 11. Barbara Lowenthal, meadow supervisor, sends out a reminder each week for those
who are able to work any given Wednesday; volunteers
meet behind the Visitors Center.

3rd Thursdays
Learn about native medicinal herbs, then plant and tend
them. A different herb is featured each month. Bring a
potluck item. Group leaders are certified herbalists Amy
Coward, R.N., and Sally Garrett. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Quarterly, Sat. a.m: next is July 27
RNC volunteers work with Upper Guadalupe River Authority on quarterly cleanup of Town Creek. Wear work
clothes, gloves, and boots. Usually takes about two
hours. Email Tim Lewis, lewistw43@yahoo.com.
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On April 5, Riverside Nature Center celebrated a ribbon cutting, marking the grand reopening of its
remodeled Visitors Center that now includes a museum and exhibition space. RNC President Judy Ferguson cut the ribbon.
She was assisted by RNC Past President Jake Millikan, Charity Ball representatives Kaeli Dressler and
Ivalu Rose, Kerrville Mayor Jack Pratt, RNC Vice President Rick Ertel, Executive Director Mary Muse,
Chamber Ambassador John Rich, and Peter Lewis. Currently on the RNC board, Lewis designed RNC's
first headquarters and he also served as architect for the 2013 updates. THANK YOU, PETER LEWIS!
The center at 150 Francisco Lemos St. is free to visit and is a perfect place to learn, discover, and explore the beauty of the Texas Hill Country. For information, called 257-4837.
Photo credit, Business Link, Kerrville Area Chamber of Commerce, April 2013, page 5.

DO YOU
KNOW ME?

The first person to email the correct answer to
RNCmembership@gmail.com
will win a free RNC coffee mug

I am a female, married. A native of Washington State, I hold
a doctorate in statistics. I love crossword puzzles. I’ve been
an RNC member for at least 10 years, and I usually work
Fridays. I am in charge of bulletin displays.

Can’t figure out the identity of our mystery volunteer?
Check back next month for the answer.

THANK YOU!
~ Ribbon-cutting for the Visitors Center and …
“The Guadalupe: Our River of Life” exhibit debut
~ First Friday WineShare
~ Earth Day Celebration and Native Plant Sale
Big thanks to the many volunteers who worked tirelessly before, during, and after our recent functions. We
are happy to report SUCCESS in all events. Please know Mary Muse, the board of directors, and the RNC staff
appreciate you and your contributions of TIME & TOIL. Please take a bow. You deserve it.
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ern mugwort is a gastrointestinal-tract medicine that is
bitter, aromatic, and slightly sweet.
A moderate gastric stimulant, mugwort has a bitter
taste that makes it perfect for “jump starting” the digestive process.

WESTERN MUGWORT
(Artemisia mexicana,
Artemisia ludovicinia )
Also known as moonwort, silver queen,
prairie sagewort, white sagewort, estafiate
The west-

Western mugwort is a choleretic, increasing bile synthesis and release. Bile will be thinned and precipitants
diminished. This plant is cooling and has antioxidant
effect on hepatocyte function. A liver protector, it can
be useful for those who consume too much alcohol.

Topically, western mugwort is mildly antibacterial and
antifungal. It is distinctly inhibiting of HSV 1 and 2. For
cold sore treatment, the oil or salve in combination

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE FOR A FIRST VISIT TO RNC
On March 27, 2013, Ruth “Boots” Lehmann made her very first visit to RNC.
Here’s what Susan Sander had to say about her… “I've known Boots all my life.
I grew up 2 houses away from her on Dunn's Lake in Spring Grove, IL. She was
among the first 10 charter life members of RNC. (This trip) was the first time
she was able to see RNC. She now winters in Texas with her sister, Jean
DeBondt. Boots will turn 90 on July 4. She may be our oldest surviving charter
life member!

“During WWII, she was a
riveter and worked on the
Enola Gay, although she had
no idea at the what that
plane would do.
“She also played in an amateur
women’s
softball
league…”

JUDY FERGUSON
For more information, call 257-4837
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S

easonal changes bring dramatic developments. Some
folks get excited seeing the promise of picture-perfect
wildflowers in the new growth of rosettes. Most people actually have to see a bloom before showing excitement. When
spring temperatures warm the soil, it is great fun to walk the
nature trails to spot new bloomers.
The meadow workers have started a table of “now blooming”
examples. It’s just outside the door to the back porch. The idea
was suggested by plant expert Shannon Smith. Before retiring
to the Hill Country, he served as Director at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis.
We encourage visitors to stop a few minutes to see the displayed bloomers, and we challenge you to look for
them as you stroll the paths.
The few labeled flowers on display are only a fraction of our bloomers. On the table you might see an example of
spiderwort, primrose, prairie verbena, tropical sage, flowering madrone, Salvia greggi, blue curl, guayhillo, and
Texas star. These may tantalize you to become a close observer of the different species of wildflowers that are
home in the meadow.
The display examples will change
weekly, so you have an incentive to
visit often to enjoy the beauty and to
increase your plant education.
Don’t just look for blooms on display. A
little beauty, the square bud primrose,
is not on display but is currently
blooming at the beginning of your adventure, near the edge of the path in
the butterfly garden. It is a yummy
shade of yellow about 2 inches wide
with a black center and black stigma
which extends past the stamens. It’s a
March-to-August bloomer that reaches
6 to 24 inches tall. It loves our poor soil
and hot summers, so we love it, too.

RNC Naturalist Susan Sander is in need of “props” for the upcoming “Wild in the City”
exhibit. Please let her know if you have nature items to spare and share.
She’s especially looking for mounted specimen of wildlife.
Call her at RNC, 257-4837, or email naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org.
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MORE PIX NEXT EDITION

BUTTERFLY EXPERTS
CATHY DOWNS & SKIP KIPHART

Page 7

Planned Giving
By Wes Dorman, Charter Member

G

ood news!

Congress’ last minute negotiations made the Charitable IRA Rollover again
available for tax-wise gifting! The charitable IRA rollover is now available
for 2013 for individuals 70½ or older. This permits you to make tax-free gifts of up to $100,000 to qualified charitable organizations, like Riverside Nature Center, using funds transferred directly from your IRAs.

You are permitted to make a contribution for 2013 anytime between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2013.
How This IRA Rollover Benefits You
The transfer from your IRA does not increase your taxable income. The transfer may count against Required Minimum Distribution. You'll make an immediate impact on Riverside Nature Center, allowing you to witness the benefits of your generosity.
Time is short. Don’t let this tax-wise giving opportunity pass you by. You can take advantage of this method of being a Riverside Nature Center Benefactor even if you don’t itemize your tax deductions since your contributions
made from an IRA are pre-tax funds. If you need help, have questions, need more information or would like to
make a gift, please contact the RNC office at 257-4837. Your tax or estate-planning attorney or financial advisor
can also be a help to you.
This article first appeared in our March 2013 newsletter.
Wes will have new things to say on the subject in the June edition.

24 Hours Among the Great Birds of RNC
The Guadalupe River Kingfishers—four Hill Country Master Naturalists, led by RNC’s master birder, Thomas “Tom” Collins—participated on May 6 in Texas Parks & Wildlife’s “Great Texas Birding
Classic,” a Big Sit event that took place on Riverside Nature Center property.
The program supports conservation and contributes to bird scientific data collection. “A ‘big sit’
involves team members counting birds they see or hear while remaining within a 17-foot diameter
circle during a 24-hour period,” Tom, who is pictured herein, explained. “The birds can be anywhere, but can only be counted if seen or heard while a team member is in the circle.”
Around 4 a.m., the Kingfishers congregated at the old canoe launch on Town Creek. By 10 a.m., they had identified over 30
birds. Tom reported, “Team ‘Guadalupe River Kingfishers’ completed 17 hours...of birding from a 17 foot diameter circle and
counted 66 species of birds. The 66 species far exceeded our expectations of a count in the 50s. Great weather with temps
ranging from 44 to 76 degrees, clear to cloudy skies, and some light rain showers made for a fun and bird active day.
“Highlights were an Eastern Screech Owl (4:20 am), Great Horned Owl (4:30 a.m.), Chuck-Will's-Widow (new RNC species ,
4:55 a.m.), Common Nighthawk (5:55 a.m.), 6 species of Vireo including one new RNC species, and a very late in the afternoon
Green Kingfisher to keep our chosen team name from being shamed.
Big misses were Barred Owl, Lincoln Sparrow, Painted Bunting, Yellow Warbler, and Belted Kingfisher. The team maintained a
count of species seen for each hour period and had species in all 17 hour periods. The final species of the day were a pair of
Barn Swallows at 7:45 p.m.
Other members of the Guadalupe River Kingfishers who participated in the Big Sit were Harriet Warren, Ron Hood, and Scott
Magee.

830-257-4837
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New RNC Members Joining in April 2013
Patricia Hatch * Vicki Bagwell * Louis & Helen Ridgeway * Sam Hill * Louis & Maureen Giusti
Henry & Pamela Ortega * R.L. & Molly Kirklen * Jaylynn Perkins * Marcia Valvo * Paul Devine

