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Dear Members and Friends ...by Judy Ferguson, Interim Executive Director
July, 2015
We have all been anticipating the re-opening of Louise Hays Park, and the extension of
the River Trail. What a grand day it was June 13 as a record number of visitors entered the park to experience what we have all been waiting for! How appropriate
that the city chose the National Get Outdoors Day to lure folks into the park to have
a fun day. Kudos to the City of Kerrville for such a fabulous park and river trail!
Riverside Nature Center had a table in the park on opening day to greet folks on the
trail and give them information about the first annual “Run for Riverside” 5K Walk/Run
on
Saturday, September 12, 2015, beginning at 8:30 am. We were met with much enthusiasm, so it should be a fun day for everyone who participates! So plan to walk your dog, push a stroller,
walk, or even run all for the benefit of Riverside!
Summer plans for our organization include the calling of our next executive director. I use the word
“calling” because I truly believe that working for a non-profit organization is a calling. Fredrick Buechner defines “calling” as “the place God calls you to, the place where your deep gladness and the world’s
deep hunger meet.” Our world hungers for the beauty of nature, and being able to direct this center
can only bring deep gladness as one observes the joy that our beautiful nature center brings to young
and old alike.
Your board of directors has appointed me to serve as chair of the executive director search committee
along with members Barbara Lowenthal, Taylor Scogin, and Lisa Williams. A job description has been
written and approved by the board. It has been posted on our website if you are interested in learning
more about it, or know someone whom you think might make a good candidate for the position. The
committee is actively reviewing the resumes already received and hopes to bring a name to the board
for confirmation in August.
All of the grounds of the Riverside Nature Center are still looking fabulous! The Riverscape installation
is coming along, and now you can really
begin to see the scope of the project.
Please take some time this summer to
come by and enjoy our little oasis in the
midst of the hustle and bustle of town.
Bring your children, your grandchildren,
your visitors all to see what you have
helped to create!
All the best,

Judy
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Summer 2015 Event Calendar
July 7: WALK on the Wild Side with Shucks, Tuesdays,9:30-10:30 a.m.
July 14
July 21
July 28

Our corn snake, Shucks, is going to demonstrate the reasons
snakes are valuable to our biosphere. His interpreter, Karen
Millikan, will be taking our serpentine ambassador out for a
walk, and they would like you to join in learning about snakes
while slithering through the gardens at Riverside Nature Center.
Please call ahead the day before to make sure Shucks is ready!
“Free Summer Fun for the Family” Donations appreciated.

July 14: WICKED Family Nature Night, Tuesday, 7:00-8:30 pm.
Dinos in the Hills!
Long ago (during the Cretaceous Era) when the Texas Hill Country was just a
shallow sea, humongous dinosaurs left behind tracks in the tidal flats of what
would become the riverbeds. One such track-way can be seen at the Heritage Museum of the Texas Hill Country near Canyon Lake. Learn WHO was
the biggest dino in the Hill Country from Heritage Museum docents or how
to measure a dinosaur from its track!

Preregister by calling RNC: (830) 257-4837. Suggested donation (per family): RNC members $8/ non-members
$10. To pre-register please or call 830-257-4837

July 17: The Native Healing Garden, Friday, 9:30-11 a.m.
Texas Rock Rose, Pavonia lasiopetala, is going to be the review plant
for the Native Healing Garden in July. Come and learn about the
"rock rose" and connect to the earth in the RNC Native Healing Garden
with us.

August 11: WICKED Family Nature Night, Tuesday, 7:00-8:30 pm. RES Turtles in the River!
Did you know that there are eight species of turtles in Kerr County! Or that turtles have been
around for 200 million years (before dinos)? Some turtles can live 100 years! Turtle biologist,
Diana Solis, will share her work on the red-eared slider, one of the most common turtles
found in the Guadalupe River, and how rising sea levels could impact its future along the Gulf
Coast. Learn how to identify the other turtles as well what they do in the wild.

Preregister by calling RNC: (830) 257-4837. Suggested donation (per family): RNC members
$8/ non-members $10.
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Hill Country Dinosaurs
Part of Riverside Nature Center’s “Hill Country Rocks”

Some things
leave a big
impression in
our mind, but
some creatures
left a big
impression in
the mud of time.

Arcocanthosaurus

Imagine being
in a school bus
cruising in a school zone, and looking out the window and seeing
a really BIG head with scary long teeth looking at you while it’s
running alongside the bus. Fortunately, Arcocanthosaurus isn’t
around today, but he was here in Kerr County while our limestone
Everett Descher with was being formed. Three-toed, 14-17 inch-long tracks can be
dinosaur track near found in various river beds in the Hill Country. In fact, this topCanyon Lake.
predator dinosaur roamed not only the Texas Hill Country but also
Oklahoma and as far east as Maryland and South Carolina.
At 40 feet long and weighing
6.2 tons - that’s one big beast.
Find out more at the Riverside
Nature Center on Tuesday,
July 14 at 7 p.m., Everett
Descher, a director with The
Heritage Museum of the Texas
Hill Country, will talk about
the Museum’s dinosaur trackway near Canyon Lake.
This WICKED (Wild in the
City of Kerrville Every Day)
Family Night is open to the
public. Suggested donation is RNC members $8; non-members $10 per family.
To pre-register please call 830-257-4837.
Arcocanthosaurus
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Earlier this spring, several of the meadow tenders went on a plant rescue along Hwy. 16, where major road
construction was slated to wipe out much of the native vegetation. Among the plant species rescued were
black-centered square-bud primrose (Calylophus berlandieri), bushy skullcap (Scutellaria wrightii), purple milkweed vine (Matelea biflora), and scarlet penstemon (Penstemon triflorus). The latter is endemic (native to a
single area) to our part of the Edwards Plateau.
With spring behind us, the meadow is in flux. The very early wildflowers have already sown their seeds and
some have totally disappeared. The spring flowers, such as the firewheel (Gaillardia pulchella), winecup
(Callirhoe leiocarpa), green lily (Schoenocaulon texanum) and Texas parsley (Polytaenia texana) have gone into
their seed production phase; this usually causes a very “scruffy” appearance. Intermixed with these “scruffy”
looking plants are signs of what is yet to come – summer blooming plants. The photos below depict just a few
of them.
Enjoy the photos taken by Marilyn Knight, unless otherwise indicated. During your next visit to the nature center, we hope you will take time to stroll through the meadow.
SHRUBS/SHRUB-LIKE

 Zexmenia/Orange

Daisy (Wedelia

acapulcensis var.
hispida)
Pigeonberry

(Rivina humilis)
Photo by Alan
Cressler

Continues on next page
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FORBS

Edna Platte
Riverside Guide
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INSPIRATION and PERSPIRATION!
That’s what created the Sign Project at
Riverside Nature Center.
By Kay Harter

As new volunteers in the back Meadow, we began to
recognize and name wildflowers and plants, especially
natives, under the guidance of Barbara Lowenthal
and Julie Clay. Signs were important because they
helped us learn the names, and certain plant locations:
“ah, YES… Esperanza is over there by the berm!”
Most signs were useful, but some were NOT. Some
had been trampled by deer, fallen aslant, or no longer
identified the correct plant.

Society (NPSOT) area, and a Wildflower Meadow.
Soon the new Waterscape will provide water resource
education too. And how will visitors, including school
children, learn from them? Classes, family programs,
guided walks and—you guessed it: SIGNS.
We were excited to get permission from Center Director Mary Muse to begin the Sign Project. The idea
was to replace outdated or broken signs, make sure
the botanical information is correct, and improve the
looks and educational value of the signage.

The first step involved developing a bird’s eye view of
the gardens using Google Earth photography. We
needed to see where the visitor’s paths and utility
paths showcased each section. Over several months,
When Mary Thomas, Susan McKinley and I took the Mary Thomas developed digitized maps. Then each
Texas Master Naturalist course nearly a year ago, our and every sign was plotted on the maps, by walking
interest in plant names increased. We adopted the MN the paths again and again to check our work. We
mission of learning about Hill Country plants, animals, began in January, 2015.
trees, water, rocks and fossils-- and helping to educate
folks about conservation and land management:
Next we had to clean out the sign shed, where old and
extra signs (many damaged) were stored. Folding
tables and sandwich board signs were pulled out; inventory began. Signs were checked against field
guides to see if they were pertinent to the Edwards
“Encourage polliPlateau/Hill Country area, or if there were already such
nators because
plants at Riverside. Many person-hours went into all
they are a necesthis preparatory activity. Of course, we often had to go
sary part of the
out to lunch afterwards to recover!
ecosystem!”
Invaluable to our efforts was the assistance of Jean“Conserve waette Watson who helped with shed clean-up, and adter…it’s a prevised us how to improve the storage area. And, John
cious commode
Quinby was ever so kind to install new pegboard and
ty; consider xeri- a new shelf to help with storage. Shannon Smith’s
scaping!”
previous work to alphabetize the signs and start the
Kay Harter, Mary Thomas
original inventory was extremely important. Julie
Clay’s excel sheets of past Meadow surveys with
At Riverside
plants’ common/botanical names and sign colors are
Nature Center, it’s terrific. We used Susan Sander’s Guide to Trees
all about education from inside exhibits to outside land- and Shrubs on Property, in which trees are
scaping and gardens. In case you haven’t noticed, the plotted and cross-referenced on the landscape
back Meadow contains a special Butterfly Garden
area, a Native Healing Garden area, a Native Plant
“Please plant native plants because they flourish in
our dry, poor soil
conditions!”

Continues on bottom of page 7
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Note the address to use when you wish to: RSVP an event, find out about a program, or check for weather
cancellations/closings, and so forth. Thank you in advance for using the new e-address!
RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

Mark your Calendars! Riverside Nature Center is hosting a 5k run/walk along
the new, paved trail by the scenic Guadalupe River! We will start and finish at the
Nature Center and have refreshments, awards, music and door prizes! Both
runners and walkers are welcome, so are dogs (on leashes) and baby strollers.
WHEN: September 12, 2015 8 am
WHERE: Riverside Nature Center 150 Francisco Lemos, Kerrville, TX 78028
COST: $25 through August 12th, $30 August 13-Sept 10th, $35 Sept 11-Race Day
AWARDS: Overall 1st, 2nd, 3rd male/female and top 3 male/female in age groups 10 and under,
11-14, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59. 60-69, 70-79 and 80+ T-SHIRTS TO ALL REGISTRANTS!
Please help share the news! We still need sponsors, and volunteers to help on race day. For questions and information, contact Valeska Danielak at 830-370-2464, or email run4riverside@gmail.com, or athleteguild.com/running/kerrville-tx/2015-run-for-riverside-5k-run-walk

for the first 16 signs. This will bring to 50% the number of
plant-types identified with signs. As a side note, we orplan. Trees need signs, too! Susan has been a supporter dered small magnetic signs that can be placed on the
larger signs for short-blooming perennials. These little
and advisor to the Project.
1”x 3” signs read: “I’LL BE BACK!”
Sign Project continued from page 5

In May, Barbara and Julie put their heads together to
come up with a prioritized list of plants which they felt deserved the first new signs. Calls were made to San Antonio Botanical Gardens, Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne,
and even Chicago Botanical Gardens, regarding sign protocol. Keeping it local, I called all the sign shops in the
phone book to see who could make outside signs for us.
Susan and I decided on a road trip; one day we

The basic cost is $10 per sign. If anyone wishes to help
in this endeavor, please indicate that your donation is for
this purpose. You may go to the RNC website if you prefer to donate online.

We encourage additional volunteers to help us monitor
the garden signs, watching to keep them in place, upright,
visited six sign makers-- from Ingram to Comfort--to get and on the appropriate plant. There is a growing need for
several larger kiosk-type signs in certain areas. More
pricing and check on materials. Of course we had to
plant signs will be ordered in future. The
stop for a great lunch in Comfort!
Sign Project has been a labor of love, and
joint involvement by all of us who have benFinally we were ready to look for funding. The
efitted from our volunteer work at RNC, and
RNC Board is naturally supportive of bringing in
who hope to make a difference in the quality
additional signage throughout the Center. Barof what RNC has to offer its many and varbara was inspired to send out an email request
ied visitors.
to Meadow workers who intimately understand
Kay Harter
how useful signs are. Their generous donations
Kay Harter, Riverside Guide
Mary Thomas
have brought in enough money to place an order
June, 2015

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town
of Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information, and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults and families; and we serve as a resource center for
the community on native plants and nature related information.
RNC BOARD & OFFICERS:
Rick Ertel - President
Peter Lewis - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Past President
Gwynn Groggel - Secretary
Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer

Board Members:
Valeska Danielak
Frank Dunlap
Wynn Kilgore
Barbara Oates
Peggy Thompson
Lisa Williams
Morgan Williams

MEMBERS JOINING FROM MAY 15 to JUNE 15, 2015

Carl & Doris Schulse
Dale & Laura Hegemann

