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Dear Members and Friends ...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
September, 2015
Greetings Riverside Nature Center Family,
As defined by the Merriam-Webster dictionary, family is “a group of related
people including people who lived in the past”. Related people, but by what
means? DNA? Domicile? Common beliefs? I think you know where I am going
here.

Becky Etzler

Logically then, it is accurate to call all the folks involved with Riverside Nature
Center a family. RNC family members come from all walks of life and originate
from across the globe. Every member, donor, volunteer, visitor, staff and director, past and present share a common enjoyment of and dedication to the
natural world, and especially the rich and wondrous world of the Texas Hill
Country.

My story is no exception. I was raised in a military family with two older brothers. Not to be out done or left out,
I learned from an early age to accept muddy shoes, skinned knees, and a sunburnt nose. The outdoors was my
playground and classroom. What better place to read a favorite book than perched up high in the fork of a wise,
old oak tree.
I spent the majority of my formative years in the Mid-Atlantic states of Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina. So
when speaking with me you just may catch a hint of a southern accent. Later, I headed off to college in the small,
rural town of Farmville, Virginia. I was always fascinated by animals of all kinds, but chose not to follow the biology or animal science track. I discovered anthropology and archaeology instead. Dreams of becoming the next
Dian Fossey were uppermost in my mind. Alas, as happens to many of us, I was in need of an income.
I took a civilian clerical job at an Army base veterinary clinic. So, the story was written. For the next 25 plus years,
I worked in varying capacities in the veterinary and animal welfare world. It was during this time I met the love
of my life, James Noe. I knew I would follow him to the ends of the earth. When he announced he wanted to
pack it all up and move back to the Texas Hill Country, I believed the test had finally arrived. Images of cactus,
dust and scorching heat raced through my mind.
I was in for a wonderfully pleasant surprise. We purchased 27 acres, with a small 1940s ranch house outside of
Harper. Of course, I made all the new Texas landowner mistakes. Can you believe I thought azaleas and daffodils
would be perfect for the yard? Luckily before making any dramatic decisions, I encountered a group of folks who
would teach me something about my new home, the Texas Master Naturalists. Three intense months of study,
countless volunteer hours, more training, two years of board work, and interactions with numerous environmental organizations, brings me to where I am today. A woman of the Mid-Atlantic who calls the Texas Hill
Country home.
What is a home without family, I ask. Thankfully, I do not need to contemplate the answer. You are my family!
Together we will laugh, sweat, learn and possibly cry. But through it all, we will grow. I look forward to our many
adventures together.
Respectfully & Enthusiastically,

Becky

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER
150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville
RSVP to 257-4837 - www.riversidenaturecenter.org

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

Fall 2015 Event Calendar
September 3: 24th Annual Meeting Thursday, 5pm
Wine and Cheese Reception - Re-election of officers. Come and Meet our new Executive
Director, Becky Etzler. Review the 2015 events and hear our upcoming plans

September 8: Brown Bag Lunch & Learn: Tuesday 11:30 am. - 12:45 pm
Susan Longacre, geologist, meadow worker and Lead Seed. Susan will do a wrap-up talk about
the HC Rocks Exhibit and give some sneak insights into the next one. $8 RNC Members
$10 Non-members
September 8: Southern Charm Travel Presentation: Tuesday 4:00 pm.
Details on Page 4
September 10: Conversation with Conservationists Series, Thursday 5:30-7:00pm
Join us for a Wine and Cheese reception and conversation with Billy Kniffen, Water Resource
Associate in the Biological and Agricultural Engineer Department with the Texas A& M Agrilife
Extension Service. Billy will speak on ROOF RELIANT LANDSCAPING. His knowledge is extensive and
his efforts have been directed towards rainwater harvesting, land management and watershed
stewardship. Come join in this interesting conversation. Suggested donation $20.

September 12: Riverside Nature Center 5k Run/Walk, Saturday, 8 am Full details on Page 3.
Register at www.athleteguild.com
September 16, World Renowned Hill Top Music Together, Wednesdays 10:30 - 11:15 am
A 10-week program on Wednesdays for parent and child: Learn. Play. Sing with RNC member
Rebeca Anderson. (830)864-5246 or (956)220-3630 to RSVP.
Learn more at: www.hilltopmusictogether.com
September 17: 8 am-5 pm Animal Control Officers Workshop—8 hours CEU’s available; early-bird
registration deadline: September 3--$40.00 (includes lunch and snacks); $45.00 after Sept. 3.
Limited registration

October 3: 9 am-2 pm Fall Native Plant Sales & Festival - A special pre-sale will be held the
evening before, (Oct. 2) 5pm-6:30 pm for RNC & HCMN members only.
Saturday, 11am: "Monarchs in the Garden” with Cathy Downs
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Note the address to use when you wish to: RSVP an event, find out about a program, or check for weather
cancellations/closings, and so forth. Thank you in advance for using the new e-address!
RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

Mark your Calendars for 8 am
September 12, 2015
Riverside Nature Center is hosting a 5k run/
walk along the new, paved trail by the scenic
Guadalupe River! We will start and finish at
the Nature Center and have refreshments,
awards, music and door prizes! Both runners
and walkers are welcome, so are dogs (on
leashes) and baby strollers.

WHEN: September 12, 2015 8 am
WHERE: Riverside Nature Center 150 Francisco Lemos, Kerrville, TX
78028
COST: $30 August 13-Sept 10th, $35 Sept 11-Race Day
AWARDS: Overall 1st, 2nd, 3rd male/female and top 3 male/female in
age groups 10 and under, 11-14, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59. 6069, 70-79 and 80+
T-SHIRTS TO ALL REGISTRANTS!
Please help share the news! We still need sponsors, and volunteers to help on race
day. For questions and information, contact Valeska Danielak at 830-370-2464,
or email run4riverside@gmail.com, or
athleteguild.com/running/kerrville-tx/2015-run-for-riverside-5k-run-walk

Register at www.athleteguild.com
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Special Travel Presentation
4:00 pm, Tuesday September 8th,
2015 at Riverside Nature Center,
150 Francisco Lemos St. S,
Kerrville, TX 78028

Texas Pollinator PowWow
September 19-20, 2015
Schreiner University, Kerrville, TX

Registration: http//www.texaspollinator powwow.org/registration.html

Day 1, Saturday:



Overview of Native Bees of Texas



Pollinators and Natives: An Ancient Marriage



Texas Bumblebees and Urban Systems Management



Bats, Pollination and a Novel Approach to Conservation



Beetles: Pollinator Values and Conservation



Forests and Pollinators: Succession, Disturbance, and
the Forgotten Habitat



Q&A Landowner Conservation Panel.

Day 2, Sunday:



Catalina Aguado Trail, Field Assistant/Dr..Fred Urquhart
- A Seminal Moment



Conservation and Restoration of the Monarch Butterfly
Wintering Habitat



Importance of Ecotypes in Habitat Restoration



Overview of Monarch Biology and Migratory Behavior



Fueling the Flight: How Texas is Crucial to Monarch Migration, Health and Conservation



Joining Forces: Successful Partnerships to Conserve the
Monarch Migration



Milkweed Propagation Techniques



Q&A Monarch Panel

Riverside Nature Center is among the 34
sponsors of this “gathering of people to
listen to wise words.”

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER
150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville, Texas
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Fall Native Plant Sale & Festival NEW HOURS 9am-2pm

Saturday – October 3, 2015
Texas Master Naturalists – Hill Country Chapter & Riverside Nature Center

Native Plant Sale
Volunteers are working with local growers and nurseries to bring you the best selection available for our Native Plant sale. It begins at 9am so plan to come early for the
best selection! As always, a special pre-sale will be held the evening before, 5pm6:30pm, Friday, October 2nd for RNC and HCMN members only. Non-members
can join either or both of these organizations at the pre-sale and start shopping.
All net proceeds benefit the RNC and TMN-HCC education efforts.

We’re Talking BUTTERFLYS!
11am: "Monarchs in the Garden” Cathy Downs
Monarch butterfly populations have diminished over 80% in the last 20 years. Join us
to discover the secrets of the Monarch butterfly and how to help and attract these
beautiful creatures along with other pollinators to your garden. We will be both in
the classroom and field for a great learning experience suitable for children and
adults! More details in next month’s newsletter and on the RNC website.
Cathy Downs - Texas Master Naturalist with the Hill Country Chapter. She has been a
RNC volunteer for many years and you may have met her in the butterfly tents here
and at festivals. Since 2005, she has been teaching children and adults about native
Texas butterflies and their host plants with an emphasis on Monarch biology and migration.

Live Butterfly and Life Cycle Pavilion
Always fun and educational for all ages!

Fun, Free Kid’s Activities
Kay
Harter, 9am till
Mary Thomas

2pm. Craft projects in the Nature Lab

Informative Exhibits & Displays
Please mark your calendar and plan to join us!
As always, we could not do this without our wonderful volunteers.
If you can help us please contact the office.
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We are definitely experiencing "the dog-days of summer" with the
afternoons HOT and DRY. But a few special bloomers seem to thrive
in this climate. One of our bloomers that has caught the attention of
visitors standing in the shade next to 4 ft. high Turk's Cap on the outskirts of The Meadow is Pokeweed, or Phytotacca americana. It's
blooms are surrounded by and standing above the flowering Turk's
cap. It is a herbaceous perennial that can grow up to 8 ft. in height.
It's simple leaves grow on a stem that can be green to purple with
Pokeweed
flowers that are green to white and then become purple to black berries. Songbirds such as mockingbirds, cardinals, and thrashers like
the berries and are not affected by the toxins in this plant. Farmers
consider Pokeweed a pest species and its toxicity for humans and
animal health has been reported. Many pastures have been cleared
as a safety precaution.

Pokeweed
berries

However there is another side to this story. Apparently the leaves and stems are edible if they
are cooked at least three times. It was considered a desirable food source for those living in
rural poverty in pioneer days. The leaves tasted similar to spinach and the stems similar to
asparagus. The white root was never eaten because it could be fatally poisonous. In the late
60's a popular song called "Poke Salad Annie" was sung by
Elvis Presley and other pop stars.

Pigeon berry
plant & berries

There is another species of the Pokeweed family blooming and thriving on the
grounds of the Nature Center, Pigeon berry. Some Pigeon berry is planted at
the base of the Eve's Necklace tree in the Butterfly Garden and also in other
places on the grounds. Look at the beautiful specimens growing near the
front entrance of the Visitor's Center and also some specimens are blooming
at the edge of the Meadow which you can see from the back porch. It is vastly different in size at maturity from the large specimen of Pokeweed first described Not 8 ft. but maybe 10 inches. It has beautiful red berries while in full
bloom. It also seems to thrive in moist soils in full to partial shade. Sometimes the leaves wither and drop away in
dry summer months, but return in the
Flame Acanthus
fall. This perennial is very attractive in
bloom.

An additional bloomer this summer in The Meadow that is
attracting the attention of visitors, hummingbirds, and butterflies, is Flame Acanthus. Look for it as you walk the path along
the back side of The Meadow. In spite of the heat it is a mass
of red blooms. It likes our dry hot summers and is a feast for
our eyes. We can dream of cooler temps and hopefully some
rain so we humans can bloom again.

All photos by Marilyn Knight
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Photos Wanted!
Calling all photographers! RNC is developing a new fall-winter exhibit on water,
and we are in need of quality photos to include in displays and/or programs. A
major component is the Guadalupe River and its habitats and “residents”.
Since so much of the riparian area of the river is on private property, it’s hard
for people to gain an appreciation of what is so special about our river.
Each section of the river (including the creeks) can have a different look due to
elevation, what direction it is oriented, as well as what plants are found there.
We could use pictures of the following:
How the river starts (seeps and springs)

Contributing creeks

The route through Kerr County

Plant communities along the way

Wildlife (in it, along it, etc.)

People and the river

We’d prefer digital files that are of high resolution. One goal is to have images for our files for future use. If
you want your name on it, please let us know and allow us to encrypt it. Also, if the image is of a particular
creek, please include the creek’s name.
For more information contact Susan Sander via email: naturalist@riversidenaturecenter.org.

Edna Platte
Riverside Guide
Left: Diana Solis, a marine
biologist from Costa Rica,
shows kids the "lid" on Sunny
the box turtle during the recent
WICKED Family Nature Night.

Right: Travis Waiser, Soil Survey Project
Leader with the local Natural Resources
Conservation Service, helps 4-H members
practice plant identification at RNC.

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town
of Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information, and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults and families; and we serve as a resource center for
the community on native plants and nature related information.
RNC BOARD & OFFICERS:
Rick Ertel - President
Peter Lewis - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Past President
Gwynn Groggel - Secretary
Kris Bobbitt - Treasurer

Board Members:
Valeska Danielak
Frank Dunlap
Wynn Kilgore
Barbara Oates
Peggy Thompson
Lisa Williams
Morgan Williams

MEMBERS JOINING FROM JULY 15 to AUGUST 15, 2015

Kathleen Walker, Mark & Hilary Mosty, Mary Jo Turner, Ronny Carroll,
Bobbin Phelps-Gredell

