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Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

May is a month of celebration in the world of environmental awareness. May 12th is
World Migratory Bird Day. May 17th is International Recycling Day. May 19th is
Endangered Species Day. May 23rd is World Turtle Day. There are many more days
in May signifying an important ecological message. Take a minute and do a google
search. You would be surprised.
Let’s bring it closer to home. In Kerrville there are four very special days in May.
Those days are the KISD 4th Grade Environmental Field Days held at Riverside Nature
Center. This will be the sixth year for approximately four hundred 9 and 10 year old
students to experience hands-on lessons concerning their natural environment.

Becky Etzler

Yes, I do put these four days in the “days to celebrate” category. They may be long. They may be hot. They
may be loud. They may even be a bit of controlled chaos. But the significance of these field days cannot be
overlooked and is definitely worthy of celebration. For many of these children, this is their first experience observing a caterpillar up close or sorting through compost to expose all the big, small and minute critters living
within the soil. Of course, there are squeals and shivers but there are eyes glued and fascinated minds too. We
celebrate the nurturing of curiosity for the natural world.
Come join the celebration. We still are in need of
volunteers to help guide the children in this incredible
learning experience. Drop me an email or give me a call
and I will gladly assign you a role:
director@riversidenaturecenter.org or 257-4837.
Keeping in the celebratory vein; Riverside Nature Center will be hosting a celebration for Michael Eason’s
new field guide, Wildflowers of Texas. A reception,
book signing and presentation will be held on May 29th.
More information may be found on our website
www.riversidenaturecenter.org and on the next page
in this newsletter.
In closing, I urge you to pay a visit to the nature center
in the next few weeks. Something new and
fascinating may be found most days; however, the
meadow in May is worthy of a special visit. There’s a
seat just waiting for you.
Until next time…

Becky
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What you may see this month at RNC - May 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

It’s hard to choose a few
bloomers to ask you to look
for at the nature center at
this time of the year, as there
are so many great blooms.
Marilyn’s pictures will testify
to that. You don’t want to
miss the Anacacho orchid

Bauhinia lunarioides
(Fabaceae) . It is off the back

Anacacho orchid white

Anacacho orchid white

Anacacho orchid pink

Anacacho orchid pink

porch near the restrooms
with it’s beautiful white
blooms. I had no idea there is
also a pink Anacacho orchid
until I was told to look in the
area near the front entrance.
It’s a small tree but promises
to be a healthy bloomer.

More flowers continue on
next page...

Escarpment black cherry

Escarpment black cherry

Escarpment black cherry Prunus serotine var. eximia (Rosaceae) is another beauty at this time of year that
provides fruit for wildlife in the summer and a flowering stem this month. The dark green leaves are
attractive now as is the distinctive gray bark of the tree. Look for it near the Nature Lab.
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What you may see this month at RNC - May 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

False indigo iAmorpha
fruticose (Fabaceae) is an
often overlooked beauty.
Look for it near the end
of the Visitors’ Center on
the other side of the walk
near the Carroll Abbott
Garden. The purple
splashes of color at the
peak of the stem can be 4
to 8 ft. tall. The pinnately
compound leaves can be
up to 8 inches long. The
bloom period won’t last
long, so check it out soon.

False indigo

False indigo

Roughleaf dogwood

Cornus drummondii
(Cornaceae) has had quite
a reputation for springing
up roots a few feet from
the tree trunk near one
side of the front walk to
the entrance of the Visitors’ Center. Other plants
can cover the roots or
they can be ignored if
they don’t interfere with
other plants.

Roughleaf dogwood

A new bloomer seems to
pop up every other day at
the Nature Center so look
closely. You are welcome
to say to yourself, “
there’s ________.” Yeh
Roughleaf dogwood
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RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

830 257-4837

www.riversidenaturecenter.org

MAY 2018 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Tuesday, May 15th 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
NEd Talk: Guadalupe Flood & Rescue

Tuesday, May 29th 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Conversation with Conservationist
Michael Eason, the author of
Wildflowers of Texas. This Timber
Press field guide is becoming one of
our favorites. Please RSVP.
See page 5

UGRA natural resources coordinator
Tara Bushnoe will present a comprehensive look at important information
for Kerrville residents regarding river
safety. Fire Fighter Paul Watts will
bring his expertise on water safety and
rescue management during flooding.
Suggested donation $5 See page 2

SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, May 19th 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
RNC Bird Walk & Talk

June 9, Saturday 11:00am-3:00pm
Get Outdoors Day @ Louise Hays Park

Meet Paul and Deloris Sellin in front of
the visitor center to join in a birding
experience along the Guadalupe River
on the city trail. All ages are welcome.

News from Upper Guadalupe River Authority
by Tara Bushnoe
UGRA Volunteer Summer Study Program: Assist UGRA by collecting weekly water samples from the Guadalupe River or its tributaries in Kerr County for E. coli bacteria testing. The program not only encourages the participation of local citizens in water
quality testing, but the information collected by the volunteers helps identify areas in
need of further investigation. Program begins June 1, 2018 and runs through August
31, 2018. Contact Tara Bushnoe at UGRA for more information or to register
tbushnoe@ugra.org

UGRA Annual River Clean Up: July 28, 2018 8 AM – 12 PM at Flat Rock Park
Volunteers will mobilize throughout the Guadalupe River watershed in Kerr County to
remove trash from in and around our waterways. Trash will be collected at Flat Rock
Park and wrap up activities will follow including free refreshments and awards for the
most unusual item and the biggest item. Prizes will be raffled off and the first 300
volunteers will receive a free River Clean Up 2018 t-shirt. There will also be an
ecological fair with exhibits and demonstrations. Volunteers are encouraged to pre
register. Visit www.ugra.org for more information or contact Tara Bushnoe at UGRA
tbushnoe@ugra.org.
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EVENING IN THE GARDEN

Special thanks to Kerrville Hills Winery for
the wine donation, and to Barbara Oates and
Liz Ross for the exceptional gourmet skills.

We welcomed several new members to the RNC family.
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Richard Coleman won the "posh" picnic
basket prize presented by Tara Bushnoe.
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2018 Spring Native Plant Sale & Festival Report
We are so happy that the 2018 Spring Native Plant Sale & Festival was a success. You volunteers made the day
even more fun for the visitors. We consider you to be the real sparks of the event. Thank you all for a great day!
◄ Thank you to Park Interpreter Craig Hensley for his
presentation about pollinators and wildflowers.

H E B Partners were here to celebrate Earth
Day with us. NPSOT, Hill Country Master
Gardeners, Hill Country Master Naturalists,
Upper Guadalupe River Authority, Monarch
Watch, Ask the Plant Expert, Pollinator
Garden Assistance & Recognition Program,
and Climate Citizens Lobby were all on hand
with lots of information. Kerrville Junior
Service Guild volunteers helped Karen
Millikan and Antoinette Hamilton with the
kid’s activities and crafts, with yummy popcorn and beautiful face painting art.

Rebecca Mattix, face painter

 Early on there was a huge selection ▲

If you missed it this year, we encourage you to watch the
calendar (October 6th) for the Fall Festival and
Native Plant Sale.

Pictures continue on next page…….
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More photos from the 2018 Spring Native Plant Sale & Festival
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NEW MEMBERS
3/27/18 - 4/25/18
(Does not include renewals)

Mildred Dworsky

Susan Lipp

Lisa Cotner

Caroline & Kenneth Kensing

Jeanette Masek

Kathryn Christian

Sarah Cowen

Beth Bird

Carl & Peggy Anderson

Carolyn Dreyer

Nina Kerrigan
RNC DONORS
3/27/18 - 4/25/18

Marvin & Jana Hatter

Mr. & Mrs. John Farmer

Mr. & Mrs. Olin Whitescarver

The Houston Bicycle Club, Inc.

Lydia Jetson

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Millikan

RNC member Mary Thomas was
happy to meet a lot of people from
Junction and tell them about
Riverside Nature Center, Saturday
April 28th, at the South Llano River
State Park Birding Festival.
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/aboutrnc/donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information,
and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

RNC OFFICERS

Board Members

Peter Lewis - President
Rick Ertel - Past President
Barbara Oates - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer

Kris Bobbitt
Tara Bushnoe
Frank Dunlap
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Peggy Thompson
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