Riverside Nature Center

NOVEMBER 2018

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

It’s November folks! Yep, you heard it right, it is November. Only 22 days until
Thanksgiving, 55 days until Christmas and 61 days before we herald in a new year.
Let the holiday season begin.
Hold on, let’s stop right here. In order to make the newsletter deadline, I need to
write this article in advance. Today is October 24th. We are not even past Halloween yet. I can’t make myself jump into “the holidays” just yet, even though every
store in town is schizophrenic with holiday decorations. Is it Halloween or Christmas?

Becky Etzler

But what I can wrap my mind around is that this year is coming to a close and fast.
Preparations for the new year are already underway. One of the most important
being the budget. I will be honest, this is not my favorite part of the job, but it is crucial to the operation of the
nature center. This year, in particular, budgetary predictions may be more difficult to make. The 2017 Tax Act
could significantly alter charitable year end giving.
Riverside Nature Center is no different than most charitable organizations in that we are financially reliant on
our members and donors. Traditionally, the end of the year donations are what carry us through the first few
months of the new year. Without the incentive of a tax deduction can I still estimate our donation revenue
with any sort of confidence? This is a question executive directors of nonprofits are asking everywhere.
I like to think, the support Riverside Nature Center receives from our donors is based on an intrinsic belief in
our mission, more so than the need of a tax benefit. Your year end contribution is an investment with a
guaranteed
return.

I humbly ask
for your help in
validating my
thoughts, and
my budgetary
task by making
a year end
contribution to
the Riverside
Nature Center.
Every cent
received is
another “seed”
planted.
Until next time…

Becky
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RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com

830 257-4837

www.riversidenaturecenter.org

NOVEMBER 2018 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs

Saturday, November 3, 2018
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
RNC Fall Cleanup.
Please volunteer to help the grounds
committee clean up for autumn.
Bring your favorite gloves.

Saturday, November 17, 2018
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
RNC Bird Walk & Talk
Meet Paul and Deloris Sellin in front of the
visitor center to go birding along the Guadalupe
River Trail. All ages are welcome. No fee.

Green Heron

SAVE THE DATE
Tuesday, December 4
1:00-3:00 p.m.
2018 NEd Talk
December Ned Talk is a presentation and book
signing of the new book Native Host Plants

for Texas Butterflies, A Field Guide
with Jim Weber, Lynne Weber and Roland
H. Wauer. $5 suggested donation.
Thursday, December 13
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Conversation with Conservationists David
Bamberger and David Langford.
Join us for a presentation and book signing.
Suggested $2o dollar donation.
See flyer page 6.
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White skipper on a turkscap

“Currents”
October 2018 Flash Flooding – Understanding Your Risk
Whether you are a life-long Kerr County resident or an occasional visitor to our area, understanding your flood risk and being connected to emergency warnings is essential. Floods are the most common and
widespread of natural disasters, and our area is particularly vulnerable to them. The unique geographic and
atmospheric conditions of Central Texas have given our region the distinction of being the most flash flood
prone area in the United States. Texas is positioned to receive rain from hurricanes as well as from storms related to large air masses moving across the state. These storms have dumped ten, twenty, even thirty inches of
rain during very short time periods and sent water rushing through our rivers and streams.
A key part of understanding your flood risk is being aware of rainfall upstream of you. A watershed is the area
of land that drains to a common creek or river. When it rains anywhere within the watershed boundary, water
flows into creeks and rivers and begins moving downstream. Because of these downstream flows, flooding can
occur in areas where it did not rain or long after any rain has stopped. We saw this situation unfold in Kerr
County just a few weeks ago on Monday, October 8th (see graph below). Heavy rainfall in the upper North Fork
Guadalupe River watershed caused a sharp increase in flow along that waterway. Residents in Hunt noticed the
main Guadalupe River begin to rise at Schumacher Crossing despite receiving less than an inch of rain there.
Onlookers saw the water level rise approximately seven feet in 10 minutes and it quickly covered SH 39.

The water receded almost as quickly. Soon after,
reports from downstream low water crossings like
Waltonia indicated that the flood pulse had arrived
and overwhelmed the roadway there. About three
hours after the flood peaked in Hunt, it arrived in
Kerrville which had received minimal rainfall during
the day. It took nine more hours before the water
reached Comfort, finally heading toward Spring
Branch and into Canyon Lake.
In the case of the October 8th flash flood, the flood
pulse moved slower, spread out, and weakened as it
moved downstream. This contrasts with the flooding that has occurred more recently in several ways.
First, rainfall during the week of October 15th was
widespread. High accumulation of rainfall occurred
in every watershed in Kerr County and every creek was pushing enormous amounts of water into the Guadalupe River. Also, the widespread rainfall completely saturated the soil and all additional rainfall ran off into
creeks and the river resulting in sharp spikes in flow rates.
Be aware of the flood warning resources available to you including local radio, law enforcement, alerts from the
National Weather Service, NOAA weather radio broadcasts (frequency 162.45 MHz), and alerts from the
CodeRED emergency notification system. Kerr County is a CodeRED community. If you are a resident, subscribe
to CodeRED for free through the Kerr County Sheriff’s Office (co.kerr.tx.us/eservices). You will receive emergency warning calls on your landline or cell phone directly from the Sheriff’s Office. You can also download the
CodeRED mobile app to receive free emergency and community warnings.
Continues on next page
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“Current” Continued from page 4:

Be aware of the flood warning resources available to you including local radio, law enforcement, alerts from
the National Weather Service, NOAA weather radio broadcasts (frequency 162.45 MHz), and alerts from the
CodeRED emergency notification system.
Kerr County is a CodeRED community. If you are a resident, subscribe to CodeRED for free through the Kerr
County Sheriff’s Office (co.kerr.tx.us/eservices). You will receive emergency warning calls on your landline or
cell phone directly from the Sheriff’s Office. You can also download the CodeRED mobile app to receive free
emergency and community warnings.
The conditions we have experienced this October have been stern reminders that we live in a flood prone
region and must understand the risk of flooding at our homes, work place, and the roadways in-between. The
majority of flood related deaths are caused by people attempting to drive through moving water

In Kerr County, it is difficult to drive anywhere without passing over a bridge or low water crossing. These areas can become covered in water in seconds during severe rain
events, so stay aware and be cautious by paying attention to the weather and road conditions. Plan out safer, alternate routes and obey “road closed” signs. The best advice is
to never drive through flood waters. Heed what the National Weather Service has
campaigned for years: "Turn around, don't drown!"
Be aware of the flood warning resources available to you including local radio, law enforcement, alerts from
the National Weather Service, NOAA weather radio broadcasts (frequency 162.45 MHz), and alerts from the
CodeRED emergency notification system. Kerr County is a CodeRED community. If you are a resident, subscribe to CodeRED for free through the Kerr County Sheriff’s Office (co.kerr.tx.us/eservices). You will receive
emergency warning calls on your landline or cell phone directly from the Sheriff’s Office. You can also download the CodeRED mobile app to receive free emergency and community warnings.

For more information visit ugra.org/public-information/education for a map of Kerr County watersheds and to
view the “Be Flood Aware” video. This video was made in conjunction with Kerr County and the City of Kerrville as an additional flood awareness resource for our community. For more information on flooding in Texas
including preparedness and safety information, visit the National Weather Service webpage weather.gov/
safety/flood.

Let’s Keep Our River Clean
Tara Bushnoe, Natural Resources Coordinator for UGRA, tbushnoe@ugra.org or (830) 896-5445
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FIESTA DE LA LUNA
Plenty of good cheer and fun
times were had by all at the
Fiesta de la Luna.
Congratulations to the raffle
winners who went home with
wonderful prizes. A huge thank
you to Ed and Nancy Wallace
and Arthur Bell who jointly bid
and won the live auction item:
dinner for 8 at La Quinta
del Real.
Special thank yous to Taqueria
Jalisco for the delicious food and
servers, Grape & Grain for
donating the spirits for the
margaritas and Kevin
McCormick for donating
his recorded music.
Raffle items were generously
donated by Diane and Richard
White of Highest Intentions,
Kerrville Hills Winery, Katy
Kappel and Judy & Warren
Ferguson. We would like to
thank the RNC Board of
Directors for making this a
special night for everyone.
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Riverside Nature Center was glad to be at Fright Night this year.
Thanks to Sarah Semple, Rayne Bermea and Larry Altman, who provided trick or treaters with
props to create spooky photos. (Even in the wet weather)

Sarah
Semple
prepared
the
theme for
this year.

Why do turtles pile up?
Although they do not mind being around other turtles, turtles are not
social. They just like the same log or rock to sit on.

Why do they jump in the water when they see you?
They have been around for 220 million years, and avoid predators
coming from above them (eagles, etc.) by sliding into the water.
Currently they are being hunted for export to Asia, where they are
eaten. For more information see: https://www.livescience.com/52361-turtle-facts.html
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What you may see this month at RNC - November 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

Some beautiful native
grasses can be seen at RNC
this month. You can depend on Marilyn to spot
these beauties when she
walks on the grounds. The
Eastern Gammagrass has a
strong 36 to 72 inch tall
stem . It grows in large
clumps up to 48 inches in
Eastern Gammagrass Tripsacum dactyloides
diameter . Blades can be
up to an inch wide with sharp margins and will be green until late fall.
Eastern Gammagrass is nutritious for cattle and can be over-grazed, but the RNC does not contend with cattle.
It provides minimal forage for wildlife. Mammals and small birds do eat the seeds and the material can be
used for nesting. It can grow along stream banks and in moist sites. Marilyn spotted some growing along the
road side of the Meadow. See if you can find it too.

Check out Lindheimer Muhly on the trail
close to the gate near the restrooms of the
Visitor’s Center. It’s blue-green foliage can be
3 ft. tall. These strong stalks can produce a
feathery panicle up to 6 ft. tall in the fall. This
grass is grazed sparingly by cattle, but we
haven’t seen grazing cattle on the RNC
grounds. Once again, this grass provides mature seed for birds and parts for nesting.
This specie loves the Edwards Plateau. This
grass blooms from Sept. through Dec.

Lindheimer Muhly

(Muhlenbergia lindheimeri - Eragrosteae

Marilyn spotted Southwestern Bristlegrass inside the fence kneehigh, so you can too. There is a bristle below each seed. Some folks
use this attractive grass as an ornamental in an arrangement on a table or a shelf. It makes a showy display of Mother Nature’s creativity.
It grows in dry soils so you might find it close to cactus or under trees.
The showy
time usually Southwestern Bristlegrass Setaria scheelei
ends in late
November.
Continues next page
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What you may see this month at RNC - November 2018
Written by Martha Miesch
Photos by Marilyn Knight

Switchgrass is another favorite grass
to be an attractive ornamental in a
house arrangement. Check it out at
the beginning of the walking trail. It
can be 36 to 72 inches tall and can
roots up to 10 ft. tall. It is one of the
“Big Four” grasses of the American tall
grass prairie. The airiness of this
grass makes it a beautiful landscaping
plant in parks and yards. Being
Switchgrass Panicum vigatum
drought resistant makes it a good
ground cover in this part of the Hill Country.

Wood Oats can be seen near the restrooms at our nature center.
Since it likes moist soils, it’s not a surprise to see it on the downside of a slope. Birds and mammals love this grass. Butterflies
love it, too and so did American Indians who liked the seeds for
food. You might want it in a table arrangement.

Wood Oats Chasmanthium latifolium

Yellow Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans

Last but not least, you can see
Yellow Indiangrass on the trail
next to the gate by the restrooms.
It is one of my favorite bunch
grasses with 8 to 12 inches tall
yellow bloomer seed heads from
Sept. through Nov. It's another
one of the "Big Four" grasses.
Heavy grazing reduces it, but this
grass lives in all areas of Texas.

10

2018 Fall Plant Sale

The Hill Country Master Naturalists
and Riverside Nature Center want to
thank all of the volunteers and
participants for a successful Fall Plant
Sale. Many were on hand for
direction, advice, and information.
This year we held a raffle for a deluxe
bird feeder and seed supply from
Wild Birds Unlimited.

Plant
advice

The raffle winner was Joy Thomas.
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RNC DONORS
9/22/18 thru 10/24/18

Larry & Patti Altman

Drs. James & Jennifer
Bone

Celeste & Larry
Smithers Hamman

Peter & Sandy Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Sullivan

Jane Johnston
Loretta Weinstock
Brad & Genie Flink

Jana & Bruce Colgate
Paul & Jaydean Urban

Nancy Ray

Jay & Cass Keen

Johnathan Johnson

Marion Worthington

Jim & Priscilla Stanley
Nancy Laing
Laura Laing

RNC NEW MEMBERS
9/22/18 thru 10/24/18

Ruth King

Terry Sallee

Candace Ibbolson

Robin Hale

James Smith

Karen Fair

Holly White-Gehrt

Brian & Kathy
McMillan

Partners in Nature

PETER LEWIS,
Architect & Associates

Davidson, Freedle , Espenhover
& Overby. PC

Ken Stoepel Ford

BK Independent Production, LLC

Century 21 The Hills Realty

La Quinta Real Ranch, LLC

Crenwelge Motors
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/aboutrnc/donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to foster greater public awareness
and appreciation of the Texas Hill Country’s
natural resources through education, information,
and by example. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

RNC OFFICERS

Board Members

Peter Lewis - President
Rick Ertel - Past President
Barbara Oates - Vice President
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer

Kris Bobbitt
Tara Bushnoe
Frank Dunlap
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Peggy Thompson
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