Riverside Nature Center

APRIL 2019

Dear Members and Friends...by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

In the latter part of February, a common refrain heard around
the nature center was “Boy, spring came early this year.” In
typical Texas weather fashion, things radically changed on
March 2 when the temperatures plummeted below freezing.
Tender leaf buds were frozen as were the early blooms on the
mountain laurels.
At first I was extremely disconcerted by the set back in the
spring emergence. After some thought, it occurred to me I had
not noticed much insect activity during the February blooming. It may have been
that the plants and the insects were not in their typical synchronicity, the plants
being a few weeks ahead of their diners. What if the early bloomers did fully
blossom and were on the fading end of their life cycle just as the pollinators
arrived on the scene and were in need of life giving nectar?
Becky Etzler

Perhaps the freeze actually allowed the ecosystem to get back in sync. I am
merely postulating, but it does give one food for thought. What is the lesson or
lessons possibly learned from this situation? Maybe it is about balance and how
nature seeks ways in which to maintain that balance. It could be about patience.
Rushing could actually be fatal, it certainly could have been for any early insects
emerging. Another possible lesson could be that not all set backs are necessarily
bad. Sometimes they uncover alternatives. Instead of nectaring on mountain
laurel flowers, the bees found nourishment in the often maligned cranesbill
bloom that did not freeze.
The point of all these “perhaps” and
“maybe’s” is this: allow yourself to
observe the natural world around you
and you may find solutions to your own
issues. Remember we are not above,
below or to the side of nature, but
intricately interwoven in the web of life.
Until next time….
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April 2019 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Monday, April 8, 2019

Friday, April 19, 2019

4:00-5:30 p.m.

4:30-6:00 p.m.

Texas Waters Specialist Training

Members Only Spring Native Plant
Sale

Tuesday, April 9, 2019

Riverside Nature Center and Native
Plant Society Kerrville Chapter present the Members Only Pre-sale in
the RNC Pavilion.

1:30 p.m.
NPSOT Meeting
The Kerrville Chapter of the Native
Plant Society of Texas presents
Virginia Swain discussing the
creatures you might find in your
garden, both beneficial and
destructive. The meeting will be
held at Riverside Nature Center.
For more information go to
npsott.org/kerrville

Saturday, April 20, 2019
8:00-9:30 a.m.
RNC Bird Walk & Talk
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin in front
of the visitors center for a birding
tour along the Guadalupe river city
trail.

Monday, April 15, 2019

Saturday, April 20, 2019

1:00-3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

EduScape Talk & Tour with speaker
Billy Kniffen discussing ‘Why every
drop counts.” See Page 3 for more
information.

RNC and NPSOT Spring Native Plant
Sale & Festival. Free fun for the
whole family! Native plants for
sale, informative displays, & raffle
prizes. See Page 7 for more
information.

Tuesday, April 16, 2019
10:00-11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, April 23, 2019

NEd Movie: Hometown Habitat

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Please join us at Rio 10 cinema. See
Page 4 for more information.

RNC Membership Luncheon with
Dr. Robert Mace, keynote speaker.
Please call (830)257-4873 to RSVP.
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Visit the link below to view the trailer
<iframe src="https://player.vimeo.com/video/176679147" width="640" height="360" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe>
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What you may see this month at RNC - April 2019
Written by Martha Miesch

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Roughleaf dogwood (Cornus Drummondii) is
one of the major plant communities in
the Hill Country. It is considered one of
the moderately preferred trees to the
diet of range animals but heavily
impacted where land is overpopulated
with deer or livestock.

In April and May, you can see clusters of
flowers at the end of the branches. In
the spring it is good wildlife shelter for
birds, butterflies, and insects. It is host
plant to the azure blue butterfly. There
are some nice mature Dogwoods 20’+ in
height on the Nature Center grounds
around the parking area in the front of
the Visitors’ Center.

Continued on next page...
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What you may see this month at RNC - April 2019
Written by Martha Miesch

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Another special bloomer on the RNC grounds is the Anacua or Sandpaper Tree. It can be
a large shrub or multitrunked tree. The leaves can be simple and dark green. The white
flowers can be star-shaped, fragrant, and in clusters at the ends of small branches. It is a
popular ornamental planting in cities, towns, and farm country sides. Bees love to nectar
on the April blooms.
It's always wise to check out the bloomers at
different times of year. You’ll find something your
yard is begging for that you can check out at seasonal plant sales. Hint, hint…one is coming up
soon.
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Muchos Gracias! Grazie! Danka! Danku! Tak!
Shukran! Hvala! Kiitos! Xie xie! Arigato! Toda!
Mahalo! Merci!
Riverside Nature Center was full of activity in March, and here is a glimpse
of some key visitors and volunteers. We are grateful and happy with your
visits!
Cub Scout Pack 1205 were mulchers this month with our pollinators in the
meadow garden and the trail paths.
Dave Barker really helped so many interested people in his presentation
“Understanding Snakes”

The Bandera Garden Club was one of our first groups to venture as visitors
to the Eduscape Tour.

Can you identify
the mystery
skull?
Answer on Page 15
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Invasive Spotlight:
Chinese Tallow Tree
(Triadica sebifera)
Chinese tallow is a deciduous tree that grows to
60 feet (18 m) in height and 3 feet (90 cm) in
trunk diameter. Its leaves are alternate, simple,
and ovalish- to rhomboid-shaped. It dangles
spikes of yellowish flowers in spring, yielding
small clusters of three-lobed fruit that split to reveal white seeds in fall and winter. Its foliage turns a beautiful yellow-to-orange in autumn.
Chinese tallow will transform native habitats into monospecific (single species) tallow
forests. It alters light availability for other plant species. Fallen tallow leaves create unfavorable soil conditions for native plant species. By outcompeting native plants, Chinese tallow reduces habitat for wildlife as well as forage areas for livestock.
This tree is
highly
adaptable,
invading
stream
banks,
riverbanks,
and wet
areas like
ditches as
well as upland sites, and thriving in both freshwater and saline soils. It is shade- and
flood-tolerant. It can reach reproductive age in as little as three years and prolifically
produces seeds, which are readily transported by water and birds. It also propagates
via cuttings, stumps, and roots. It was commonly planted as a landscape plant
(although in Texas this is now illegal); these plants serve as sources of invasion into
natural areas.
As a species regulated by the Texas Department of Agriculture, Chinese tallow cannot be legally sold, distributed, or imported into Texas.
Follow https://www.texasinvasives.org/plant_database/detail.php?symbol=TRSE6
(this link) for more information on Chinese tallow.
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Celebrate Texas Wildflower Day 2019 in the Carroll Abbot Garden at
Riverside Nature Center
The Native Plant Society of Texas was founded April 25, 1981, at Texas Women’s
University. “Texas Wildflower Day” was to be
celebrated annually on the fourth Saturday of April
by act of the Texas Legislature and signed by
Governor Bill Clements on April 27, 1981. Carroll
Abbott was responsible for both. In 1983 he was
honored by a joint session of the legislature, and in
an unprecedented move for a former First Lady,
his fellow wildflower enthusiast, Lady Bird
Johnson, had requested the honor of being present
and reading the resolution.
It is a fascinating story. What shaped such a man?

Learn more: https://npsot.org/wp/kerrville/carroll-abbott-garden
Native Plant Society of Texas, Kerrville Chapter dedicated this showcased garden to Carroll Abbott, and we invite you to enjoy it at Riverside Nature Center.

Is It Illegal To Pick
Bluebonnets?
There’s a rumor going around Texas
that it’s illegal to pick bluebonnets,
the state flower. Anyone who has spent at least one spring
season here has probably heard this story. But is there any
truth to it? Visit the link below for more information.

http://takecareoftexas.org/hot-wire/it-illegal-pick
-bluebonnets-0
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Riverside Nature Center Features Our
Executive Board Members In April
Barbara Oates is our current president. She has been living
in the Hill Country for eight years.
“I was drawn to the Hill Country by family. My family came
here originally in 1857 and parts of that family have been here
ever since. I also spent all my childhood summers on Turtle
Creek and enjoyed many family vacations here over the years
as we lived away while in the military. I think I bring unique
skills to the board from that military experience. I have seen
and lived many places and worked with many diverse people
across the nation and world. When asked what impactful experience I have had in relation to nature, I would say every day with the sunrise and sunset on Turtle
Creek has been impactful to me. I ponder how small I am and how wonderful God is and what a
blessing it is to live in the Hill Country. I am excited about the possibilities for Riverside Nature Center's growth right along with the city and county's growth. I hope to increase the community's
awareness of the benefits of living here and how best to be good stewards of those resources.”

Our serving Past President Peter Lewis received his Bachelor of
Architecture Degree from Texas Tech University in 1977 and his
Texas Architect’s license in 1981. He has lived and practiced
architecture in Houston, Austin and, since 1993, in Kerrville.
Focusing solely on commercial and institutional clients, his projects
include churches, community centers and municipal and county
projects throughout central Texas.
His professional career has been marked by his love of working
with people to identify and solve problems and to design projects
that serve his clients and the communities which they serve!
He is active in community theatre and promotion of the performing and visual arts throughout
the State of Texas. Peter previously served on the Boards of the Hill Country Arts Foundation, the
Kerrville Main Street Advisory Board, the Texas Arts and Crafts Educational Foundation and the City
of Kerrville Zoning Board of Adjustment. He currently serves on the Board of the Riverside Nature
Center and as an advisory member of the Kerrville Urban Trail System (KUTS). With his wife, Sandra,
he has helped author two bright and beautiful children, who enjoyed growing up in the Texas Hill
Country.
Continued on next page...
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Riverside Nature Center Features Our
Executive Board Members In April
The Vice president, Tara Bushnoe has lived in the Hill Country since 2007. Her husband relocated
here for his position, and though they seem to be here by chance, she is
convinced that “after traveling around to other parts of the state, I know we
were lucky to end up here.” And we feel lucky to have her. A recent experience happened a few years ago when visiting in-laws in eastern South Dakota for Thanksgiving. “During a run, I passed a large flock of snow geese
settled on a prairie pothole lake before continuing their journey south. Being the only soul in sight, my presence spooked the flock. I stood in stunned
silence as over 50,000 birds lifted off the lake. It was the most impressive
display of nature I have seen, and there have been so many impactful experiences.” Tara has a background in environmental education and enjoys
talking with people about aquatic ecology and the Guadalupe River. Her
skills in planning and organization help support our special events at RNC.
What does she hope to accomplish serving as a board member? “I hope to elevate the visibility of
RNC in the community through my connections with other organizations and groups. I hope to help
grow support of the mission of RNC through the Partners In Nature corporate giving program so that
we can continue to fund events, exhibits, and experiences for our community.”

Judy Ferguson has lived in Kerrville for almost 20 years, and is our current
secretary. Judy came to work at Schreiner University as their Director of the
Christian Vocations Internship Program and recently retired from there after
20 years of service. “I lift up my eyes to the hills….” Psalm 121: 1a. Whenever I
think of that Psalm, I am reminded of the beautiful hills that surround us. My
“go-to” spot is in the Guadalupe River at Mo Ranch. I have been an educator
for most of my life, so our educational outreach programs are where I best
like to serve the board. I have also been an administrator in various contexts,
so I count administration as part of my skill set. I have served on the RNC
board in many different offices, and it has been so rewarding to see all the
accomplishments made over the past 10 years. I anticipate that RNC will
continue to be a vital part of Kerrville and surrounding areas, and I hope that I can contribute to that
vitality.

RNC Treasurer Jeff Gelsone has lived in the Hill Country 37 years, and
he attributes his bond and relationship with nature to his mom’s side of
the family who were proud farmers, so “It is in my DNA.” “The ability to
report in simple terms the monthly financial reports has been my unique
skill for the board, and I hope to see the organization continue to educate more people about our natural habitat.”
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RNC DONORS
2/27/19 thru 3/25/19
Mimi McMillen
Virginia de Wolf & Michael Smith
Linda Riner
Diane & James McMahon
Jim Stanley
Janet Robinson
George & Marian Turner
Mr. & Mrs. James Winn
Mrs. Mary L. Meyers
Frankie Crain
Dr. Gloria P. Olsen
Mrs. Barbara Lowenthal
Genevieve Wilmar
Richard & Teresa Coleman

Gerrit Dinkla (Powell Vacuum & Allergy)
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Baldwin
Harriet Redwine
Barbara Oates
Sandy Leyendecker
Myrna Langford
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Miesch
Sandra & Scott Magee
Rick & Kay Harter
Jacqueline Skinner
Melvin & Sharon Hixson
Jim & Sara Jean Derby
Marion Worthington
David & Tracy Barker

RNC New Members
2/25/19 thru 3/31/19

Bernice & Michael Fischer
Charles & Kathy Boortz
David & Tracy Barker

Partners in Nature

PETER LEWIS,
Architect & Associates

BK Independent Production, LLC
La Quinta Real Ranch, LLC

Ken Stoepel Ford

Davidson, Freedle , Espenhover
& Overby. PC

Century 21 The Hills Realty
Crenwelge Motors
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/aboutrnc/donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?
Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe River
and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— Riverside
Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.
Our mission is to advance the stewardship of our
environment. We provide quality educational
experiences for the community’s children, adults
and families; and we serve as a resource center
for the community on native plants and nature
related information.

Bryan Brown

Page 8 Mystery Skull Answer: Raccoon
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