September
2019

Riverside Nature Notes
Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
The calendar tells me that fall is
close at hand. We will experience
the autumnal equinox at 2:50
am on September 23. This is the
point when the sun passes over
the equator making both the day
and night approximately the same
Becky Etzler
length in time. In the northern
hemisphere, each day thereafter will be shorter in
daylight until the December solstice near Christmas.

Watch your inbox for details on a training workshop
scheduled for November 8th.
You know it’s fall when the Hill Country Master
Naturalists team up with RNC to orchestrate the annual
fall native plant sale. This is a fabulous opportunity to
demonstrate the benefits of using native plants in our
personal landscapes. Mark your calendar to spend the
day with us picking out new lovely perennials, trees or
shrubs for your property, strolling through the
arboretum, playing a game of bean bag toss, and
visiting the exhibits of several environmental
organizations. (see flyer on page 3)

Fall is my favorite time of year. I love cooler days, fall
foliage and the general cozy feeling fall elicits. If the
current temperature trend holds, I may have to be
patient in changing my wardrobe but I won’t have to
wait for the wonderful fall activities lined up at the
nature center.

It wouldn’t be fall without An Evening in the Garden.
Keep an eye out for your invitation to spend an
evening at the nature center. For your enjoyment there
will be music, tasty small bites, and wine. You will also
We will kick off the season with the running of our 5th be given the opportunity to bid on one or several
annual Run for Riverside 5K on Saturday, September auction items.
7th. Once again, our race director Liz Ross promises
an exciting morning of music, exercise, prizes and
This time of year also heralds the return of our monthly
community camaraderie. Don’t be intimidated by the NEd Talks. The topics covered have ranged from River
title. This is an event for all ages and athletic
Rescue to How to Prune Native Perennials. If there is
prowess. What are you waiting for, click here to
a topic you would like to explore send me a note and
register: https://www.athleteguild.com/running/kerr- we’ll see if we can find a local expert. Better yet, if you
ville-tx/2019-run-for-riverside-5k-run-and-walk
would like to make a presentation on a specific topic,
let me know. I think you will find our September NEd
The kids are back in school, so that means fall field
Talk most interesting. It’s all about perspective. (see
trips to the nature center are in demand. We will be
flyer on page 3)
hosting the KISD 2nd grade students over 4 days in
October. These youth programs are at the heart of our Take your pick or pick them all. Joining RNC in our
mission; to advance the stewardship of our natural
autumnal activities is a great
environment. In guiding our children to develop an
way to show your
environmental conscience, we are ensuring the
support. Maybe we’ll even see
preservation of our natural resources. It takes
you in your spookiest
commitment and passion from an army of volunteers. Halloween costume at the city’s
Fright Night.
Please accept my personal invitation to join our
volunteer corps of youth environmental educators.
Until next time…
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September 2019 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Wednesday,
September 4,
10am-12pm
UGRA
EduScape Talk &
Tour with Pete Van Dyke
Learn about “PermacultureContours-Swales & How to Use
them in your Landscape”.
Talk & Tour takes place in
UGRA Classroom at
125 Lehmann Drive.
Free presentation and tour.

Saturday,
September 7,
8am
Run For
Riverside 5K
To register:
https://www.athleteguild.com/
running/kerrville-tx/2019-runfor-riverside-5k-run-and-walk

Monday,
September 9,
4pm-5:30pm
Texas Water
Specialist Training
See Page 8

Tuesday,
September 10,
1pm-3pm
Native Plant
Society of
Texas, Kerrville Chapter
For presentation information
go to: https://npsot.org/wp/
kerrville/
Thursday,
September 12,
8:45am-2pm
Landscaping To
Keep Our River
Clean
Seminar will discuss strategies
and incentives to use
landscaping to conserve water
and control stormwater runoff
to protect our waterways. Free
and includes lunch.
UGRA 125 Lehmann Dr.
Saturday,
September 21,
8:00am-9:30am
RNC Bird Walk &
Talk
Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin at
the Guadalupe Park at 700
Guadalupe St. for an
informative birding tour along
the Guadalupe River on the
Kerrville river trail. Free and all
ages are welcome.
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Save The Date:
Every
Thursday
8:30am
Workday
Thursdays
Volunteers are welcome
every Thursday to assist with
building and ground chores.
Come learn the upkeep
routine.

Saturday,
October 5,
9am-2pm
Fall RNC Native
Plant Sale
Join us for our annual Plant
Sale and Festival.
Members only Pre sale:
Friday,
October 4,
4:30pm-6pm
See Page 3

Texas Master Naturalist-Hill Country Chapter

Saturday

October 5th

At Riverside Nature Center

9am
to

2pm

2019

Free
Family
Fun

Native Plant Sale

        
        
             
           
    
    
      

Informative Exhibits & Displays
Pollinator Garden Assistance & Recognition Program
Native Plant Society of Texas- Kerrville Chapter
Texas Master Naturalist- Hill Country Chapter
UGRA Water Quality & Conservation
Riverside Nature Center Association
Hill Country Master Gardeners
Hill Country Youth Ranch
Monarch Joint Venture
Ask The Plant Expert

Raffle

Tickets are $5 each
or 5 for $20

Family Activities
Bean Bag Toss
Arboretum Walk
Popcorn & Drinks

830-257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

150 Francisco Lemos Street Kerrville, Texas 78028
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What you may see this month at RNC- September 2019
Written by Martha Miesch		

Photos by Marilyn Knight

There is not much blooming at the nature center
at this time of year, thanks to little or no rain. One
of the colorful bloomers is considered a trash tree
by some. I’ve been told that the leaves used to be
eaten like lettuce so it may have been an
immigrant plant like many of our ancestors who
came into our country many, many years ago.
Maybe Pokeweed (Phytolacca americana)
wasn’t a native plant years ago, but now it is. It
likes to grow in partial shade near a tree. The one
we have at the Nature Center is near the Carroll
Abbott garden in the thick of Turk’s Cap that is
starting to fizzle. The berries
showing now
are reddish
purple which is
a bit of color.
Check out
Marilyn’s
pictures of the
Pokeweed at
various stages
from May to
October.
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Flame Leaf Acanthus (Anisacanthus quadrifidus var Wrightii) can be seen at various places on the
grounds where you can see a bushy-like plant that can be up to 4 ft. tall. The orange flowers can be
about 1 1/2inches long. We won’t be seeing them much longer so check out what you can see while
they last.

We should consider a rain dance
around the grounds to give some
speed to our wishful thinking.
The nature center is begging for
rain……not flooding…….just need
rain to keep our native plants alive
and well.
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Landscaping to Keep
Our River Healthy
Thursday, September 12, 2019

8:45 AM — 2:00 PM
Upper Guadalupe River
Authority Auditorium
125 Lehmann Drive
Kerrville, TX 78028
Seminar will discuss strategies and incentives to use landscaping to
conserve water and control stormwater runoff to protect our
waterways. We encourage both professionals and homeowners to
attend.
Free of charge and includes lunch!
Eligible for 4 CEUs for Engineers and Landscape Architects. Approved
for Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists.

Seating is limited, so pre-registration is required.
To register, click HERE or call UGRA at (830) 896-5445.

Brought to you by Upper Guadalupe River Authority, Kerr
County, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Hill Country Master
Gardeners, Beyond Irrigation, Medina Garden Nursery, and Hill
Country Master Naturalists
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Hot Enough???

By Susan Sander, Naturalist
If you stay long enough in one place you start to notice some patterns. Yet, our time-frame is too short, our
view too small to really see the big picture.
These archives are a great resource:
https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/
On a planetary scale, the July high temperatures set new records.
kerrville-tx/knipling-bushland-us-liveLocally, Kerrville temperatures were close to normal, but our
rainfall was 1.79” below the 30-year average, again. Averages can stock-insects-research-laboratory/docs/
weather-data-files/.
be misleading, though, especially when that 30-year average moves
forward as each year changes. Local rainfall data from the USDA
For current info use:
Knipling-Bushland lab (just north of I-10) only dates back to 1931.
https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/
That year in July 3.85” fell. All this data is about local weather, what
kerrville-tx/knipling-bushland-us-livewe get right here. But over time, underlying trends describe the
stock-insects-research-laboratory/docs/
climate. Since 2011, which was the new ‘drought of record’ year
current-weather-data/
(with only 13.1 inches of rain), I’ve been looking more closely at
monthly rainfall totals. The January total was 0.89 inch, which was the result of 5 events with the biggest one
of 0.31”. February total was 0.26” from 7 rain events (the biggest was 0.12”). July (0.47”) and August (0.17”)
didn’t add much. Presently we are running 5” of rain short for year-to-date. And the extra heat makes our
evaporation rate twice our annual rainfall!
Climate is not cast in stone; it changes over time. But in
this particular time there are 7.7 billion people that daily
need food and water. Any fluctuation in weather (like the
spring flooding in the Midwest this year) can impact food
supply. Changes in climate will impact where rain will
fall and, by extension where plants/food can grow. Floods
or hurricanes are easy to see but droughts are slow and
insidious. August is a tan month most years. But what will
it be like for the next 2 generations?

Climate scientists have been modeling
likely scenarios considering 120
variables; others have created maps
that are a bit of reality checks.
By 2080 the Austin-San Antonio climate could
be like that of Nuevo Laredo of today – hotter
and dryer. Houston will be like Cuidad Mante,
Mexico.

These interactive maps could be our crystal
In 1998 Hurricane Mitch caused $5+ billion in damage;
balls:
Hurricane Harvey-2017, $125 billion. Five Midwest states
https://www.vox.com/a/weather-climateincurred $2.9 billion in damages due to flooding this
change-us-cities-global-warming
spring. So, what is the long term impact to agriculture (loss
of topsoil or soil productivity overall)? For a good look at
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2019/02/12/
the “moving parts” of climate and weather and how they
interactive-map-climate-change-cities-in-2080/
interact, I highly recommend With Speed and Violence:
Why scientists fear tipping points in climate change, by
https://www.vox.com/a/weather-climateFred Pearce, 2007. I just reread it and it’s crazy to see what
change-us-cities-global-warming
predictions are becoming reality. We seem perilously close
to some tipping points. A lot is at risk for the young toddlers in my family growing up in the next 30 years.
I ask myself daily: What kind of world am I leaving them?

We all live on Earth; weather is like our planet’s mood.
Some we have no hand in, but others - we’d do best to walk lightly to reduce the outbreaks.
(https://www.ventusky.com/)
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Texas Water

By Katy Kappel, Master Naturalist & Riverside Guide
These hot, dry August days really make us appreciate water. Kerrville is fortunate to have a beautiful spring
fed river created from the aquifer. Other Texans are not so lucky and the future is uncertain.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has a program to educate folks on water online. Check out Dr. Andrew
Sansom’s webinar for a good introduction to our situation. The last live webinar of this year will be August
20, on the Devil’s River , one of the last great wild rivers in Texas. Learn more about the Water Specialist
program here. https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist.
The website also has resources for teaching children about our rivers, lakes and ocean.
Our showing of the webinar on the Devils River, “Devils River: A multi-disciplinary approach to saving one
of the last great wild rivers in Texas” with Sarah Robertson, Aquatic Biologist, River Studies Program, TPWD
will be Sept. 9 at 4 pm.

James Avery Artisan
Jewelry Raffle

The raffle will be held September 7th at our
5th Annual Run For Riverside 5K Race.
Tickets are
$5 for 1 or $20 for 5.
Stop by the Riverside Nature Center Visitor Center
Monday-Saturday from 10am-6pm to purchase your tickets!
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RNC Donors
07/23/19 thru 08/21/19

Basement Brewers of Texas, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. John Farmer
The Yoga Space, LLC
Harriet Redwine
True Fit Training
Babara Oates
HEB

RNC New Members
07/23/19 thru 08/21/19
Clark & Susan Williams

Partners In Nature

La Quinta
Real Ranch,
LLC
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BK Independent
Production,
LLC

Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/
donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Riverside Nature Center

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347—
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of
our natural environment. We provide quality
educational experiences for the community’s
children, adults and families; and we serve as
a resource center for the community on native
plants and nature related information.

We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook
(Riverside Nature Center Association)

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

BOARD MEMBERS
RNC OFFICERS

Bryan Brown
Bernice Fischer
Barbara Oates-President
Joe Hawkins
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President Malcolm Matthews
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Liz Ross
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer
Peggy Thompson
Jake Walther
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