December
2019

Riverside Nature Notes
Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
The close of another year. Does this make you sad or excited? I guess it
depends on whether you are a glass half empty or glass half full kind of
person. If you are the former then you might dwell on all the things that did not
get done, whether realistic or not. If you lean more toward the latter then you
will want to celebrate what did get accomplished.
Let’s not take the Ebenezer route and let’s PARTY! Here are a few things
Becky Etzler worth celebrating.
• Engaged over 10,000 visitors with our interactive exhibits, educational programs
& meetings, arboretum, native gardens & wildscape
• Hosted more than 125 environmental education programs and special events
• Connected 1,000 children with the wonders of nature
• Raised more than $11,000 through a springtime match challenge
• Arboretum 25th Anniversary & the Hill Country ReLeaf exhibit
• Produced two highly successful Native Plant Sales
• Successfully organized the 5th annual Run for Riverside 5K
• Continued monthly Bird Walk & Talk and NEd Talk experiences
• Exceeded past attendance records for the summer Nature Night series
• Expanded our community partnerships with local businesses and organizations
Most importantly, let’s celebrate YOU! You, the volunteer. You,
the RNC member. You, the faithful donor. You, the program
attendee. You, the believer. You, the glass half full person.
It is because of you, that Riverside Nature Center continues
to grow and meet the ever increasing needs of our community
and environment. I wish you a very Merry Christmas and look
forward to an exciting and prosperous New Year.
Until next year…
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December 2019 Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events/Programs
Saturday,
December 7,
10:30am-11:30am
Music Together in the Hills

Saturday,
December 21,
8am-9:30am
Bird Walk & Talk

Free demonstration of music
and movement classes for babies, toddler,
preschoolers and the grownups who love
them. For more information, email
Carrie Prehn Watson:
musictogetherinthehills@gmail.com
830-992-1809

Meet Paul & Deloris Sellin in
front of the visitor center to
go birding along the Guadalupe River trail.
All ages are welcome.

Save The Date:
Saturday,
January 11,
1pm-3pm
Oak Wilt & New Discoveries
Workshop

Saturday,
December 14,
1pm-3pm
Art Exhibit with Local Artisan
June

With Karen Rockoff, certified
arborist.
Saturday,
January 21,
10:30am-11:30am
NEd Talk

Repurposed, whimsical & natural
treasures.

Topic & Speaker TBA

Tuesday,
December 17,
10:30am-11:30am
NEd Talk

Thursday,
January 23,
5pm
RNC Annual Members
Meeting

“Rabies in the Hill Country”
with Dr. Amanda Kieffer.

For more information on
upcoming events visit:
http://riversidenaturecenter.
org/about-rnc/calander/
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Planting seeds for the future!
Both the Nature
Lab and the
Lawson Store are
showing their age.
They are in need
of a cosmetic and
•Discovering tiny organisms living in 		
structural repair.
composted soil
Too bad they can’t
•Witnessing the birth of a butterfly
just shed or molt
•Realizing the purpose of a seed
like Shucks and
•Appreciating the human-animal 		
Tarantulina Jolie.
relationship
To ensure future
•Exploring the origins of the 			
generations reap
Guadalupe River
the benefits of Riverside Nature Center,
it is essential we turn our attention to our
Through the years, an estimated 200,000
visitors have gleaned an educational seed physical foundation.
or two. Each one taking their seed home,
To our delight, an anonymous donor
planting it, nurturing it, allowing it to grow
and set roots. Once established, the seeds agrees. We have been challenged to
raise $5,000 by December 31st. Every
become an ethic by which they live.
dollar raised will be matched.
Riverside Nature Center’s impact on our
By designating these funds to the upkeep
community is undeniable. We are the
of our physical
“go to” place for environmental information.
foundation, the
What is also undeniable, is the impact
continuation
that nature
and expansion
has had on
our educational
our physical
and outreach
structures.
opportunities will not
Wind, rain,
be affected.
extreme
temperatures,
critters and
insects have
all left their
Double your support today! Make
mark over
an End of the Year donation https://
these three
riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/
decades.
donate/
to the Molting Challenge.
Riverside Nature Center has been living by
this motto for 30 years. In those years, more
than 20,000 children have been awakened
to the wonders of the natural world.
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What you may see this month at RNC- December 2019
Written by Martha Miesch		

Photos by Marilyn Knight

One of the most pleasurable blooms at RNC is in the front grounds of the visitor center.
It is the Texas Mountain Laurel
(Sophora secundiflora). Mountain
Laurel is an evergreen shrub which when
blooming is a big attraction for bees and
butterflies, and also provides a source of
food for wildlife when there is nothing else
available.
A big hint of this soon-to-be beautiful
bloomer is the large seed pods that are
easy to see during the fall/winter months.
The dark green leaflets are also beautiful
eye catchers.

4

By February you can count on begining to see beautiful purple blooms that appear with a
faint grape smell.
As tempting as the seeds may look, they have a reputation of being toxic and should
never be ingested.
This bloom is a beauty to be seen no matter the season.

5

Wintering Ducks in Kerr County
by Paul Sellin

Starting in the early Fall, wintering ducks join our resident Wood Ducks, Black-bellied Whistling
Ducks and domestic Mallards.
Examples of wintering ducks are: Gadwalls, Northern Pintails, American Wigeons, Northern
Shovelers, Blue-winged Teal, Green-winged Teal, Canvasbacks, Redheads, Ring-necked, Ruddy,
Buffleheads, and Lesser Scaup.
Three of the public areas in Kerr County where these Ducks may be found are the River Trail,
Nimitz Lake (upriver from dam at Guadalupe Park), and Flat Rock Lake Park. The best time to
see these birds is in the morning, with the sun behind you, so the birds are not back lit.
By early May, most of the wintering Ducks have left our area and gone to breeding grounds north
of Texas.
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RNC Building & Grounds Wish List
December is known as the month of giving. This holiday season, while you’re
shopping for gifts for your loved ones why not pick up something for Riverside
Nature Center.
Most items can be found at Lowes or Home Depot, however feel free to speak to
Becky or Matt if you have any questions.
Reciprocating Saw
Dewalt Flexvolt, charger and bag, DCS388T1
Brad Nailer
Ridgid cordless, charger and bag, etc… RO989OK
Stapler Combo Kit
Porter Cable – 6 gal. electric compressor, 16 gauge nailer, 18 gauge nailer,
3/8” stapler PCFP12234
Leaf Blower
Ego cordless, battery and charger.
LB5302 – This is the same battery as
our existing weedeater which would
give us double power potential.
Assorted Hand Tools
Iron rakes, plastic leaf rakes, metal leaf
rakes
Shovels, flat shovels, sharp shooters
Wicker Brooms
Bird Seed, Black Oil Sunflower seeds,
Suet cakes
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Trees
by Katy Kappel

As we come to the last month of the “Year of the Tree” at the Riverside Nature Center,
it is also a good time to plant trees. This is a way that each of us can counteract the
destruction of forests all over the world.
Recently some newly graduated Master Naturalists purchased 20 trees from this
nursery: https://www.westtexasnursery.com/.
It is affiliated with Texas A&M. They are small, but inexpensive and easy to plant.
You can start your own forest and in 26 years it will look l
ike the RNC arboreteum.
Or you can plant a larger, more expensive tree, and take advantage of the KPUB tree
rebate. You can receive $25 per tree for up to two trees, providing they are planted on
the east, north, or west side of your home. Check out page 5 of this application. https://
www.kpub.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/KPUB_Energy_Rebate_Application_
editable-2020.pdf
So let’s get digging!

Bird Walk & Talk
Seven wonderful birders joined Paul
& Deloris Sellin in the November Bird
Walk & Talk trip to Flat Rock Park.
The next walk will be on
Saturday, December 21st.
They will meet in the Riverside Nature
Center parking lot outside of the visitor
center and take their usual walk down
the river trail.
Bring your family down for some
pre-Christmas fun. Bird enthusiasts of
all ages and experience are welcome to
join.
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Birds on the Brain
by Susan Sander

Nature is always a source of great wonder.
Over the past few years RNC has celebrated
nature by focusing on how everything in
nature is connected.
Last year was the river and the role of water
that connects all living things.

This year, we are ending a year-long
celebration of trees. These quiet members
are the “historians” of our climate and
landscape. Providing food and shelter, they
are the guardians of wildlife, from tiny scale bark insects to giant sloths of the Ice Age.
Wildlife share their space with humans, not always by choice. We sometimes forget that
for the most part our wild neighbors’ families have been around a VERY LONG TIME.
Every time you see a white-tailed deer you are looking at a survivor species that provides
a link to the Ice Age and beyond.
But there’s a larger group of inhabitants that tie us to a deeper time, birds. That turkey
you ate at Thanksgiving can trace its family tree all the way to dinosaurs. In fact, over the
past decade scientists have been discovering more and more about this unique order of
life. Here’s one tidbit: turkey genome has undergone the least amount of change since the
dinosaurs, hence, it’s an older species than pretty much all the other orders! The earliest
“bird” dinosaurs were about the size of a turkey. The next time you see a turkey running
across the field think velociraptors (its ancient ancestor).
So as 2019 winds down and you start pondering New Year’s Resolutions consider the
birds. Here’s a challenge: note the last bird you see in 2019, and and the first bird of 2020.
Learn more about its place and role in Nature.
Stay tuned and attuned. Great horned owls are in courting mode, calling back and forth in
the dark. Birds have some amazing adaptations; All you have to do is step outside, look
and listen.
Bird Trivia:
Agent 007 was named after the American ornithologist James Bond (1900-1989) who
wrote “Birds of the West Indies.”
Ian Fleming was an avid birder.
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RNC Donors
10/23/19 thru 11/23/19
Jim Stanley
Ward Miller
Sue Sommers
Harriet Redwine
Melinda Wasson
Katy & Carl Kappel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Millikan

Partners In Nature

La Quinta
Real Ranch,
LLC
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/
donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Riverside Nature Center

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347—
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of
our natural environment. We provide quality
educational experiences for the community’s
children, adults and families; and we serve as
a resource center for the community on native
plants and nature related information.

We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook
(Riverside Nature Center Association)

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

BOARD MEMBERS
RNC OFFICERS

Bryan Brown
Bernice Fischer
Barbara Oates-President
Joe Hawkins
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President Malcolm Matthews
Judy Ferguson - Secretary
Liz Ross
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer
Peggy Thompson
Jake Walther
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