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Riverside Nature Notes
Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
North America has lost more than 1 out of 4 birds in the last 50 years. In
the last 40 years, the Brazilian Amazon has lost more than 18 percent
of its rainforest. Huge sections of the northern part of the Great Barrier
Reef has died due to high water temperatures. These are just a few of the
headlines.
It is easy these days to become disheartened with the state of our
natural environment. Tuning out and taking a hike may alleviate some
despondency but this is just a temporary relief. Taking action and personal responsibility will
go much further.
This is exactly what the Tom Daniels Mustang 4th Grade Robotics team has done. They are
leading a community campaign against the global problem of plastic pollution. Did you know
that approximately 1,000,000 plastic bottles are bought per minute across the globe and
only about 23% of plastic bottles are recycled within the United States? The students have
successfully turned the tide on single use plastic bottles throughout the KISD. Water bottle
refill stations are being installed in the schools.
Riverside Nature Center is partnering with these inspiring students to broaden their impact.
On March 26, we will be participating in the Big Give. This is a 24 hour on-line day of
giving. This year we will be raising funds to retrofit
our water fountains to include water bottle refilling
equipment. But let’s not stop there. Donations
will be used to assist other local businesses and
venues in installing new water bottle refill stations.
Watch your inbox for more details. https://www.
thebiggivesa.org/organizations/riverside-naturecenter
The moral of the story is … listen to the children
and invest in their future.
Until next time…
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RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 		

(830) 257-4837 		

www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events & Programs
Monday,
March 2,
4pm-6pm
Texas Waters Specialist
Training

Tuesday,
March 17,
1pm-2pm
NEd Talk: Celebrating
Green
Eldon Sheffer will give a
presentation on where plants come from
& how they work. See page 3 for more
information.

Tuesday,
March 10,
1pm-3pm
NPSOT Chapter Meeting

Saturday,
March 21,
8am-9:30am
Bird Walk & Talk

NPSOT meeting &
presentation. visit npsot.org/wp/kerrville for
more information.

Join Paul & Deloris Sellin for
a birding expedition along the
Guadalupe River. Meet at the RNC Parking
Lot at 8am. See page 7 for more information.

Saturday,
March 14,
1pm-3pm
Tree Diseases, Ball Moss, &
Animal Damage

Wednesday,
March 26,
2pm-4pm
Big Give 2020

See page 3 for more
information.

Have afternoon tea while
donating to RNC @ Nobilitea.

March 16-20,
10:30am-12pm
Spring Break @ RNC

For more information on upcoming
events visit:
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
about-rnc/calander/

Spend Spring Break with
RNC. We will be making
seed balls, building nests, & taking nature
walks. See page 3 for more information.
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What you may see
Written By Martha Miesch

Photos By Marilyn Knight

The eye catching white blossoms of the Mexican Plum will soon be visible. This tree is
usually found creekside but one can be seen near the meadow at RNC. The five pedal
white blooms are eye catchers that bloom in clusters in February through March. In early
spring it serves as a cover for birds and small mammals.
The Texas Madrone also has small white blossoms, urn-shaped in elongated, wooly
clusters in the earlyspring. It attracts birds and bees and can be a deer browse. It has
small, round, red fruit in clusters that are edible and popular to many birds and small
mammals. The bark is smooth and thin pink to reddish brown. The wood is hard and is
often used for tool handles. The Texas Madrone is located adjacent to the patio.
Mexican Plum
(Prunus mexicana)

Mexican Plum
(Prunus mexicana)

Mexican Plum
(Prunus mexicana)

Mexican Plum
(Prunus mexicana)

Mexican Plum
(Prunus mexicana)
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Texas Mountain Laurel has shiny dark green leaves one to two inches long with
blue-purple clusters of flowers. A silver-gray seed pod ripens in September. The leaves
and seeds contain a toxic alkaloid that is poisonous to cattle, sheep, goats, and humans.
Deer normally do not bother it. The Texas mountain laurel is a great host plant for the elfin
and orange Sulphur butterflies. This is a great nurse plant in a community of natives. It is
located on either side of the walk by the entrance.

Texas Madrone
(Arbutus xalapensis)

Texas Mountain Laurel
(Dermatophyllum secundiflorum)

Texas Madrone
(Arbutus xalapensis)

Texas Mountain Laurel
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UGRA River Clean Up Shirt Contest

UGRA is holding an art contest for all Kerr County students
Kindergarten through 12th grade to design the 2020 River Clean Up t-shirt.
Visit the web page to learn more about the contest and the cash prizes:
www.ugra.org/images/pdf/ArtContestDesign.pdf

UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY

Cash

UGRA
River Clean Up Art

Contest

ALL KERR COUNTY STUDENTS K-12TH GRADE ARE ELIGIBLE

Prizes

ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 8, 2020

Winning Design
Printed on All
River Clean Up
T-shirts

Entry Forms at www.ugra.org
or Call (830) 896-5445
Join Us for the 17th Annual River Clean Up on July 25th!

Book Sale

Susan Sander, RNC founder, in
order to move north is holding a
book sale of her natural history
library on
Wednesday, March 4th
1-6pm
@ 500 Josephine St, Kerrville.
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Early Spring Migrants
Written By Paul Sellin

Except for very early Spring migrants, such
as Purple Martin, most of the birds which
migrate early into Kerr and surrounding
counties, and which breed here, will arrive
in mid to late March.
Here is a list of some of the more visible
and findable early migrants and breeders:
Chimney Swift, Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, most
Swallows, Golden-cheeked Warbler,
Yellow-throated Warbler, Black and White
Warbler, Black-capped Vireo, Ash-throated
Flycatcher, and Scott’s Oriole.
We will look for the early migrants during
the next RNC Birdwalk/talk on March 21,
2020. We will meet at the RNC parking lot
and walk to the river, and then upstream.
Hope to see you there.

February Backyard Bird count Results

14 bird enthusiasts joined Paul & Deloris
Sellin for their February Bird Walk & Talk.
They also helped participate in this years
Backyard Bird Count & were able to
observe:
55 White-winged Doves
5 House Finch
4 Lesser Goldfinch
3 House Sparrow
3 Northern Cardinal
2 Yellow-rumped Warbler
2 Carolina Chickadee
1 Carolina Wren
1 Chipping Sparrow
& 1 Orange-crowned Warbler.
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Spring Native Plant Sale & Festival
Saturday - April 18, 2020
Demonstrations, Displays, Raffle & Kids' Activities
& More
Free Family Fun 9am-2pm
Co-sponsored by
Riverside Nature Center & Native Plant Society of Texas, Kerrville
Chapter
NATIVE PLANT SALE (Under Pavilion)
Our volunteers have gathered beautiful plants native to our region and sourced from local growers.
Native plants require lower maintenance – saving you time and money. Plus, they create a habitat for
a host of native wildlife – including songbirds, butterflies, bees, and hummingbirds. Come early for
the best selection! Experts will be available to answer your questions and help you select plants that
will thrive in your particular landscape conditions.
SAVE * All plant & gift shop sales that day are tax FREE * SAVE
All net proceeds benefit the RNC and NPSOT education efforts.
Members of RNC and NPSOT can enjoy exclusive preview sale on Friday April 17 from 4:306pm. Non-members can join either or both of these organizations at the pre-sale and start
shopping.

INFORMATIVE DISPLAYS (Outside)

Ask the Plant Expert
Hill Country Master Naturalists
Hill Country Master Gardeners
UGRA - Water Quality & Conservation
Pollinator Garden Assistance & Recognition Program
Riverside Nature Center Association
Native Plant Society of Texas – Kerrville Chapter
Texas Hill Country Beekeeping Association
Glory Community Garden
Bring your family and friends to enjoy the Nature Center and to celebrate spring. As always, we could not
do this without our wonderful volunteers. If you want to help, please contact the office at 830-257-4837 or
send an email rnc.kerrville@gmail.com.
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Bird trivia night

Congratulations to the eight teams who competed in the Bird Trivia Night. This friendly
competition tested our local “bird nerds” knowledge on a wide array of avian related
tidbits. Did you know that Andrew Jackson had a pet African Grey Parrot named Polly?
Polly attended Jackson’s funeral but had to be removed due to loud and
persistent profanity.
Prizes were given out to the Froth Crested Twocans for best team name and to the Words
of Prey for overall winners. Though it was not a prize category this time, teams came out in
full plumage. The Yellow Billed Cuckoos donned beautifully hand painted masks created by
Ruth MacArthur and the Fabulous Flamingos strutted their pink feathers with style.
Thank you to Pint & Plow for hosting us. Thanks to Wicks Studio and Wild Birds Unlimited
for providing generous door prizes.
Contestants were already calling for a re-match. Watch the calendar for future games.
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Say Hello To alfred

We would like to welcome Alfred
Valero to the RNC family.
Alfred will be taking care of the
building maintenance.

He is an Army veteran & is also a native
to the Texas Hill Country, having been
born in Fredricksburg and raised in
Comfort until marriage brought him to
Kerrville.
Alfred is an outdoor man who loves
camping, fishing, & being anywhere with
a river or lake close by.

Spend Spring Break @ RNC

Join us during Spring Break
March 16-20
10:30am-12:00pm
Come out and enjoy
Spring Break with us at
Riverside Nature Center.
We’ll have fun while making a bird’s nest, seed balls, & go on
nature walks to discover
together what’s newly
sprouting, hatching
& growing!
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Thank you Jim Stanley

If the squeaky wheel get the grease, then what
does the fatigued fanny get?
A padded chair, that’s what!!
Many of you know that to ensure a comfortable
seat for one of our programs, you had best arrive
early. A few years back the Hill Country Archeology
Association donated 40 padded chairs to us. So,
if you were attendee number 41 then you were left
sitting on a metal chair. Not too comfortable for any
length of time.
Those days are over thanks to Riverside Nature
Center member and supporter, Jim Stanley. He has
donated an additional 40 padded chairs. Perhaps
this donation was to ease his own fanny at future
presentations, but we will all reap the benefits.

Thank you Jim for your generosity and support!!!
Make your nature
sightings count with
iNaturalist

iNaturalist Workshop*
Monday, April 6, 2020
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Riverside Nature Center
150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, TX
Workshop Fee: $10
To register, please call 830.257.4837,
register in person at the nature center,
or register online at:

iNaturalist workshop

Join Texas Nature Trackers Biologist, Craig
Hensley, for an iNaturalist workshop covering
how to make observations using the iNaturalist
app, exploring the website to maximize user
experience, and hand-on practice with an
outdoors mini-bioblitz of the nature center
grounds.
Monday, April 6th
9am-1pm
@ Riverside Nature Center
150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Tx
Workshop fee is $10.

Join Texas Nature Trackers
Biologist Craig Hensley for an
iNaturalist workshop covering:
•

•

•

Making observations using
the iNaturalist app
Exploring the website to
maximize user experience
Hands-on practice with an
outdoors mini-bioblitz of the
nature center grounds

http://riversidenaturecenter.org/
*Please pre-load iNaturalist on your cell phone, create an account, and be sure your
time zone is set to CST (look for this on the website under “Edit your profile”)

Visit riversidenaturecenter.org to register.
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RNC New Members
12/24/19 thru 1/21/20
Becca Bigott
Zoe Van Dyke
Melba Lindberg

RNC Donors

12/24/19 thru 1/21/20
Mary & Rufus R.D. Hayes
Katy & Carl Kappel
Harriet Redwine
Marquerite Scott
Jim Stanley

Partners In Nature

La Quinta
Real Ranch,
LLC
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/
donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Riverside Nature Center

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347—
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of
our natural environment. We provide quality
educational experiences for the community’s
children, adults and families; and we serve as
a resource center for the community on native
plants and nature related information.
We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook
(Riverside Nature Center Association)

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

BOARD MEMBERS

RNC OFFICERS
Barbara Oates-President
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President
Bryan Brown - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer
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Becca Bigott
Bernice Fischer
Joe Hawkins
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Jake Walther
Zoe Van Dyke

