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Riverside Nature Notes
Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director
Messrs. Merriam and Webster
define membership as “the state
or status of being a member”.
They further define member as
“one of the individuals composing
a group”. Simple, right? These
definitions while accurate do not
even begin to scratch the surface
of the true meanings.
When describing Riverside Nature Center,
one of the first things I say is “we are a
member supported nonprofit”. The emphasis
on “member supported”. This may seem like
an offhand and minor statement, when in fact
it is the basis of the entire organization.
Riverside Nature Center was not founded
on nor does it receive any federal, state or
municipal funding. Grants for specific projects
or programs make up a small percentage
of the total budget. The entire operational
budget is solely dependent on two things;
memberships and donations. Of the annual
donations received, non-member gifts is
a small fraction. Again, our members are
generously giving throughout the year. So,
to say a Riverside Nature Center member
is just one individual in a group does not
do them justice. Riverside Nature Center
members are the stabilizing foundation upon
which everything depends. Our members
lend the strength and integrity necessary to
maintain our integral role in our community.
Our shared passion is the driving force of our
environmental education outreach. The goals
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and objectives of our members are what
shape our direction today and for the future.
Riverside Nature Center members are the
path to our sustainability. Today, it is almost
impossible to predict what the future holds.
That is why now more than ever, we need our
members’ support.
If you are not currently a member, I
encourage you to join today. If you are
already member, I encourage you to renew
at the next level. Please don’t stop with just
yourself. Encourage your family members,
friends and neighbors to join you in your
support of Riverside Nature Center.
https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/
become-a-member/
These may be uncertain times, but what is
not uncertain is the gift of nature. Join us in
our efforts in planting seeds for the future.
Pssst…by becoming a member now, you
will be invited to our exclusive membersonly plant sale next month. Read on in the
newsletter for more details.

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com 		

(830) 257-4837 		

www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events & Programs
1on1 With a Naturalist
RNC NEd Talk Webinar
Every Friday @ RNC 10am-12pm

August 25th 1pm-2pm

Have a nature related question?
Need a specimen identified? Just curious?
Hill Country Naturalist, Jim Stanley will be on
hand, Fridays from 10-12 to assist you in
unlocking some of nature’s mysteries.
Please practice physical distancing and
preferably the wearing of a mask.

Join Max Traweek, retired TPWD District
Leader of the Edwards Plateau Wildlife
District, on a guided virtual tour of Big Bend
NP. We will explore the many critters and
plants calling the park their home.
This is a free online event.
Donations are always welcomed!!
Please register online at
rnc.kerrville@gmail.com or by calling
830-257-4837 to receive your link.

Bird Walk & Talk
August 15th 8am-9:30am

Join Paul & Deloris Sellin on a stroll
along the beautiful Guadalupe River Trail.
All level of experience and ages are welcome.
Please be mindful of each other and maintain
the recommended physical distance. Face
coverings are required.
Meet in the RNC parking lot.
Space is limited so please RSVP by 8/14 to
830-257-4837 or rnc.kerrville@gmail.com

Explore Tuscany
Travel Presentation
August 26th 1pm-2pm

Collette Travel will give a
presentation on their upcoming tour to
Tuscany, and how you can help Riverside Nature Center in the process.
Please call to RSVP at
830-257-4837 or email
rnc.kerrville@gmail.com.

Eduscape Talk &
Virtual Tour

Mark Your Calendar!

August 18th 1pm-3pm

This online presentation on Hillside
Stewardship: Reducing Erosion & Catching
Water by Daniel Oppenheimer of Hill Country
Alliance will discuss the affects of water runoff
and erosion on your landscape. At the
conclusion you are invited to stay put and
enjoy a virtual tour of the property
surrounding the UGRA building, which has
been aptly named, the EduScape: a landscape
with a purpose.
http://www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/eduscape

September 25th-26th
Plant Walk & Talk

Visit
riversidenaturecenter.org
for more
information!
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What You May See

Photos by Marilyn Knight

Written By Martha Miesch

The Texas Persimmon, American Beautyberry, and Turk’s Cap are favorites of the
birds and animals from July through the fall months at the
Riverside Nature Center. Perhaps the attractive fruits have
something to do with that!
The Texas Persimmon is a perennial shrub or small tree with
very hard wood and is usually multi-trunked. It is common
in central and south Texas. The bark is light gray to white,
smooth and thin. Notice how the leaves are oval with round
tips. Look for the berries through September. This round
fruit is fleshy and can grow up to 1 inch in diameter; turns
black and sweet when ripe. You may find some of the
seeds on the ground left behind from a feast.

Another spreading shrub growing adjacent to the American Beautyberry is also
showy with bright red pendant shaped flowers. They are hibiscus-like flowers that
never fully open. The petals overlap to form a loose tube with the staminal column
protruding, said to resemble a Turkish turban, giving its most common name: Turk’s
Cap. It thrives especially well in shady places. Birds, especially hummingbirds and
butterflies enjoy the blooms on through October.

As you near the entrance of the visitor center,
you will find a native woodland plant around the
Pecan tree known as the American Beautyberry
with clusters of bluish purple berries. Its seeds
and berries are an important food source for
many species of birds, and the whitetail deer love
its leaves. Keep an eye out for who visits it all
through
the next
few
months.

4

5

UGRA River Clean Up

Volunteers Wanted!
2020 River Clean Up Reimagined!

Fall Native Plant Sale
Because of the COVID-19 concerns, the plant sale
committee is presenting a preorder sale for members only.
Please keep your memberships current and begin an
annual membership if you do not have one. You can mail
in a check to Riverside Nature Center, register online,
contact us by email: RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com or
call 830-257-4837 during business hours,
10am-6pm Monday-Saturday, to process your
renewal or start your membership with RNC today!
Watch your inbox for more details!

 Conduct a cleanup in Kerr County on your own or in a

The 6th Annual Run for Riverside 5K
is ON!
It has been reformatted to a virtual
run/walk. VR glasses or avatars are
not necessary.
You will still physically run or walk
a 3.11 mile course but you choose
where and when. Simply log in your
times and see how you
compare to the other runners/
walkers. There may not be a post race
party but let’s all celebrate by posting
photos of ourselves with our custom
gaiters and stop watch images. Let
your creative juices flow and surprise
us with your celebration images. Your
support is greatly appreciated and
needed now more than ever!
Watch for more details in your
inbox and on our website.
To Register go to:
https://www.athleteguild.com/running/kerrville-tx/2020-run-for-riverside-5k-run-and-walk

small group anytime between now and November 1st.

 Pick your own site or select a site identified by UGRA.

Suitable sites can be anywhere in the watershed (roads,
drainage areas, bridges, waterways).

 UGRA will support your cleanup by providing supplies and

coordinating trash drop off locations.

Let’s Keep OUR River Clean!
T-shirts For First 400 Volunteers!!
Snacks and Prizes, too!!
For more info and to register, visit:
www.ugra.org
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WHAT IS A SPINELESS PRICKLYPEAR:
OR IS IT WHAT ARE THEY?
Written by Bob Howells
Spineless pricklypear are readily available from area dealers and widely planted in yards, gardens,
and parks locally. Curiously, certain plants survive some winters in excellent shape,others may be
badly stressed, and still additional plants may wither and die at such times. Possible reasons for
these confusing differences may relate to what a spineless pricklypear actually is. For starters, it is
not “it” but “they”. There are in fact many species, varieties, and hybrids collectively lumped
together as “spineless pricklypears”. But, a step back to consider the origins of these plants.
There are many pricklypear species in the genus Opuntia. Most are highly variable and natural
hybrids occur. Most are heavily armed with spines and glochids (tiny spines). Some species
produce variants that are partially or totally free from normal spines and glochids. However, in
nature, spineless plants often only survive in protected locations where predators cannot reach. A
number of pricklypear species have been cultivated for human uses for hundreds of years, so not
only have agricultural crop value, but have experienced selective breeding influences over time.
Plants without spines would, of course, be desirable trait sought among cultivated plants.
With this in mind, Luther Burbank stepped up to develop multiple strains of spineless pricklypears.
Burbank is widely recognized for his significant development of cultivated plants of many types.
But, many hard-core botanists often regard him as little more than a self-promoting salesman with
excessive bravado and little documentation of his techniques. Reality is probably somewhere in
between. Burbank did develop a vast array of useful plants, but also often over-stated the results
of his work. Additionally, he worked from the late 1800s to 1925 when scientific documentation
was less stringent than today and when legal protections for horticultural work were often lacking
(hence his need for secrecy around his processes).
That said, Burbank is reported to have produced over 60 varieties of spineless pricklypears (some
say 70 or more) between 1907 (or earlier) and 1925. Many were apparently hybrids with or strains
of Indian Fig (O. ficus-indica) and Mexican Pricklypear (O. tuna). Both have limited cold tolerance
in more northern locations. Burbank also advertised production of a strain of Northern Pricklypear
(O. vulagris) that could survive as far north as Alaska. However, O. vulgaris is now recognized as
only a junior synonym of O. ficus-indica. He also claimed to have obtained other partially
“hornless” specimens from introduced populations in Sicily, Italy, France, and North Africa as well
as pricklypears from Maine, Iowa, Missouri, Colorado, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Dakota,
Texas and other states (described as hardy species), as well as other countries. Often it was
unclear or unstated what the species were or how they were used in production of the various
Burbank spineless strains.

can actually produce spines. Even apparently “naked” plants often do possess a few tiny glochids,
so still pose a risk to bare hands.
Burbank gave his spineless strains names like Santa Rosa, Sonoma, California, Fresno, and
Chico. Even in his time, other spineless pricklypears were being sold as “Burbank’s Thornless
Cactus”. Some modern dealers use terms like Burbank Strain 1 or 2. However, most spineless
pricklypears now available are no longer identified by strain and, even if they were, how valid any
particular strain designations may be a century after being initially created is questionable.
To further confound identification of spineless pricklypear forms, some recent botanists have
applied the name Tiger-tongue or South Texas Pricklypear (O. ellisiana) to local, cultivated,
spineless forms. But, to contribute even further confusion, some sources designate “ellisiana” as
being only a horticultural hybrid (not actually a true species), with others listing it as a subspecies
of O. cacanapa and still some considering “cacanapa” to only be a form of O. englemannii. Ugh.
Historically then, there were many strains of spineless pricklypear, both created and naturally
occurring. Burbank produced spineless forms and hybrids with O. ficus-indica and other
pricklypears. Some of these strains were specifically developed to be tolerant of different
conditions (dryness, humidity, etc.). Many likely had limited cold tolerance, though some were
advertised to be resistant to cold. Other spineless pricklypears have appeared since. However,
over time, the genetic status of these cacti has likely been degraded and their identity confused.
Whether some of Burbank’s initial claims were valid or not is probably academic now anyway. So,
when one spineless pricklypear specimen dies locally during a mild, but wet winter, but previously
survived a drier, colder winter, its genetic background may explain why.
Note too, survival during cold winter conditions may also be influenced by subtle differences in
microhabitat. Slight environmental variations that relate to elevation, soil type and drainage,
protection from wind, direction and timing of sun, and other factors may impact living or dying
during times of stress. A plant may survive winter at the Riverside Nature Center in the city with
heat-retaining structures, wind breaks of trees and buildings, and an adjacent river to mitigate
rapid temperature changes. However, that
same plant might die on a hill top only a mile
south where cold winds, rapidly fluctuating
temperatures, and slowly draining soil may
work against
survival during severe winters. So, if you are
trying to grow spineless pricklypear and your
plants do not overwinter locally, try obtaining
specimens from another source or try
rooting pads from plants already established
in this area.

Among his claims was a spineless variety that reportedly grew from seed to six feet in height and
width in only three years, with a single pad selling for $1,000 in 1907. Advertising claims aside,
presence of spines and glochids (Burbank often incorrectly called these thorns and bristles) can
be both genetically and environmentally controlled. Some strains may not breed true if grown from
seed and must be propagated from rooted pads. Under stressful conditions, some varieties
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“Dinner Time”
Guardians of
the Hearth

TARANTULINA JOLIE EXPOSES
HERSELF IN PUBLIC!
REFUSES TO EAT!
Visitors were shocked to witness the resident Mexican Red Rump Tarantula’s very
private molting process.
Tarantulina Jolie, who recieved her name through a contest hosted on
RNC’s Facebook page, is on loan to RIverside Nature Center
by her owner Bill Morgenstern.
In her freetime she enjoys eating crickets & making mats of webbing in her
vivarium for us to view.

By Maggie Tatum
Such good omens I have had to-day
The house gods both came to visit me,
one slow with scaly, horny skin,
other small, agile, beautiful
Beauty skimmed the sunroom walls
bright eyes shining everywhere.
He paused body palpitating,
a sculpture, curving gracefully
a tiny jewel

“Dinner Time” - a uniquely styled
family of birds made from recycled wine
and beer bottles and paper mache, is
one of our new art pieces from Artist,
Bridget Langdale being featured in the
RNC Visitor Center as part of our
“Return of the Birds” Exhibit.

By garden tap lay my ugly prince
awkward mass of grooved plates
dull body, heavy hooded eyes
yearning to escape his carapace
of knightly mail

Although “Dinner Time” was recently
purchased by Riverside Guide
Volunteer, Susan Clarke we invite you
to stop in and view the other art pieces
availble for sale in our Visitor Center
anytime during business hours,
Monday-Saturday

Two seemingly so different
Yet this is their shared realm
As princes of creation
they guard my house
with sweet accord

However, recently she began staying under her hollow log for long stretches of
time. She refused offerings of crickets, and was later observed lying on her back
with her legs up. We began to worry that Tarangelina Jolie was not well,
but it turns out she was immersed in the very rigourous transition
process to shed her exoskeleton.
If you would like to view a time lapse video of a tarantula molting, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAYDzDwhK3c
After all of her hard work, she is now renewed and looking good!
Come by to congratulate her with a “job well done”!

10am-6pm.
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If you would like to renew your membership
or become a member of the
Riverside Nature Center
please visit
https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/
become-a-member/
RNC Donors

6/24/20 thru 7/27/20
Jim Stanley
Jeffery Carter
Herbert Laing
Harriet Redwine
Janet Laing Spangler
The Estate of Fane Downs
Randee and Grant Thompson

Partners In Nature
La Quinta
Real Ranch,
LLC
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/
donate/general-donation-form/

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Riverside Nature Center

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of
Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347—
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit
organization, owned by its members and
primarily operated by volunteers.

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of
our natural environment. We provide quality
educational experiences for the community’s
children, adults and families; and we serve as
a resource center for the community on native
plants and nature related information.
We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook
(Riverside Nature Center Association)

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

BOARD MEMBERS

RNC OFFICERS
Barbara Oates-President
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President
Bryan Brown - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone - Treasurer
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Becca Bigott
Bernice Fischer
Joe Hawkins
Malcolm Matthews
Liz Ross
Jake Walther
Zoe Van Dyke

