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Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive DirectorDear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

Riverside Nature Notes

I want to take this opportunity to give thanks to all who participated in our first ever 
online, curbside, members only plant sale. This event had us all crossing our fingers, 
toes and eyes warding off any huge glitches and hoping everyone went home happy 
with wonderful native plants in hand, or should I say, in trunk. By Jove, I think we 
succeeded and may have laid the foundation for future plant sales.

Volunteers working together at Riverside Nature Center is far from something new but it 
is something worth contemplating. This recent plant sale benefitted three organizations; 

Riverside NC, the Native Plant Society-Kerrville Chapter, and the Texas Master Naturalists-Hill 
Country Chapter. I like to call this trio, the Three Sisters. We all have the same Mother (guess who?), 
we have similar philosophies, we mingle in the same crowd and we even seem to dress the same. 
During this event, the sorters, pickers, greeters, behind the scene organizers, traffic controllers, were 
all one team; the Three Sisters!

This same “coming together for a common goal” is not unique to the plant sale. The Three Sisters 
and several Cousins extend guiding hands to our local children through our youth environmental 
education programs.

Now more than ever, kids need Vitamin N. Multiple doses of nature have been proven effective 
against depression and anxiety, as well as boosting IQ levels, self-esteem and critical thinking. 
Where better than Riverside Nature Center can our children go to immerse themselves in the 
wonders of nature?

They say it takes an army to raise a child. Riverside Nature Center stands ready with an army, 
our extended family. But this army is low on 
provisions. It’s time to rally.

Watch your mailbox and inbox for an exciting 
announcement. It will explain how you can help 
provide a child valuable Vitamin N by turning $50 
into $100!

Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours…



2

RNC.Kerrville@gmail.com     (830) 257-4837     www.riversidenaturecenter.org

Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events & Programs

11/13 & 11/20 @ RNC 10am-12pm
Have a nature related question? 

Need a specimen identified? 
Just curious? Hill Country Naturalist, 
Jim Stanley will be on hand, Fridays 
from 10-12 to assist you in unlocking 

some of nature’s mysteries.
11/20 will be the last 1on1 until 2021.

1on1 With a Naturalist

November 11th 1pm
Join Steve Ramirez, author, 

outdoorsman, angler and naturalist, as 
he takes us on a journey to little known 

rivers, streams and canyons of the 
Texas Hill Country. Steve will be 

introducing his new book, 
“Casting Forward”

Suggested $10 donation.
Register at riversidenaturecenter.org 

or (830)257-4837.

Conversation with a 
Conservationist Webinar

Visit 
riversidenaturecenter.

org 
for more information!

November 21st 8am-9:30am
Join Paul & Deloris Sellin on a stroll 
along the River Trail where you will 

observe the avian inhabitants and learn 
about their life histories. All ages and 

level of experience are welcome. 
Meet under the Sidney Baker bridge at 

Louise Hays Park. 
Space is limited. Please RSVP to 

rnc.kerrville@gmail.com or (830)257-4837.

Bird Walk & Talk

November 17th 1pm
How lucky we are that plants evolved to 
oxygenate our planet for us! Have you 

ever wondered where plants come from 
and how they work? Eldon Sheffer, 
Texas Master Naturalist, will explain 

how our green neighbors have adapted 
to their various environments while 

creating the air we breathe.
Suggested $5 donation.

 Register at riversidenaturecenter.org 
or (830)257-483.

NEd Talk Webinar: 
Celebrating Green

RNC WILL BE CLOSED
ALL DAY

11/06 FOR FILMING OF 
EDUCATIONAL VIDEOS

&
11/26 FOR 

THANKSGIVING!!

http://riversidenaturecenter.org 
http://riversidenaturecenter.org 
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What You May FIND This Month
Photo Credit: Marilyn Knight

There is a lot of busy activity going on in the arboretum these days. Birds, squirrels, 
raccoons, possums and insects are all harvesting the acorns. There is an abundance of 
them on the ground. Marilyn Knight captured photos of the acorns as well as their leaves 
to help us identify the different oak tree species.

Today, we are focusing on only four. It is a good opportunity to learn them. See if you can 
find them in your backyard or neighborhood.

Acorns are an easy way to identify 
trees by looking at the shape, size 
and color of the acorn and its cup. 

The Bur  OakBur  Oak acorn is probably the 
easiest one to identify.

The thick fringe around the outer 
edge of the cup is reminiscent of 
prickles of plants intertwined and 
encloses up to 90 percent of the 

acorn. They are often used in 
crafting decorations. 

The leaf is said to be fiddle shaped 
from ovate to oblong.

ChinquapinChinquapin acorns are very tasty 
and squirrels, raccoons, opossums, 
deer, turkeys, jay and every other 

known critter eagerly await 
them to ripen.

The acorn is long, about 1 inch to 1 
¼ inches in length. The cup covers 
at least a third to a half of the acorn 

and is a medium brown color. 

The chinquapin leaf is glossy, 
coarsely-toothed.
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Lacey  OakLacey  Oak is a medium-sized tree 
or shrub. Branches are erect and 

spreading and there can be multiple 
trunks. Leaves are thick and 

oblong with a few shallow lobes. 

The color is dark-blue or 
grayish-green in summer. 

Summer foliage takes on a 
smoky appearance.

The acorns have smaller one third 
cup coverage with whitish scales of 

dense short hairs.

Vasey  OakVasey  Oak is a top pick tree for 
use in landscaping in dry areas. 

It can be a small tree, from 25 to 
40 feet, or a large shrub that forms 
thickets over a wide area. Its leaves 
are bright glossy green throughout 

most of the year. 

The bark is silvery and scaly.

During the month of November take some time to identify these four 
trees in our arboretum. 

If you spot one, take a photo of the tree ( a simple cell phone photo 
will do) and find a matching acorn. Then, bring the acorn to the 

reception desk inside and show them your photo. 

No spoilers here, you’re just going to have to play to find out if there 
is a surprise at the end of the lesson.
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A Message From UGRA

2019 Cost Assistance Program Winner: Canyon Springs Ranch Homeowners Association 
for the Hunt VFD satellite firehouse.
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Cottontails and Jackrabbits: 
It Wouldn’t Be Texas Without Them

By Jim Stanley
Two of my favorite native animals are cottontails and 
jackrabbits. As a kid in West Texas, I could always find at least 
one or the other in a five-minute walk into the pasture. They 
are nowhere near that populous now.

Cottontails are rabbits, but despite the name, jackrabbits are 
not. Jackrabbits are hares. Rabbits are born naked, blind and 
almost helpless. Hares are born fully furred, eyes open and 
able to hop. Neither rabbits nor hares are rodents, they belong 
to the order Lagomorpha and the family Leporidae.

Three of the four species of rabbits in Texas have ranges that overlap in our part of the 
Hill Country, the Swamp rabbit (Sylvilagus aquaticus), the Desert cottontail (Sylvilagus 
audubonii), and the Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus).

The Swamp rabbit is slightly larger than the other two with slightly longer ears. As the 
name suggests, it mainly inhabits areas along rivers and creeks or marshes. It very seldom 
ventures out in the daytime, unless flushed from its bed. All rabbits can swim, but this one 
is the only one to do so on its own without being chased. Its main range is the eastern part 
of the Hill Country and further east.

The Desert cottontail has very slightly longer ears, relative to its foot length, than the 
Eastern cottontail, a difference too slight to tell by simply watching the animal. Its main 
range is the western Hill Country and further west.

Since telling the difference among these three in the field is very difficult, and since the 
most widespread rabbit in Texas is the Eastern cottontail, it is the only rabbit I will discuss 
further. The biology of all three rabbit species is very similar.

The Eastern cottontail is about 15-18 inches long and weighs from 2 to 4 pounds. It lives 
from 1 to 3 years in the wild, although the average newborn lives less than a year.

They are strictly herbivores, eating grass and other green plants from spring to fall and 
twigs and bark and other woody plants in winter. They are active at night, but also during 
the morning and evening, especially in winter.

They can have as many as 3 to 4 litters a year, usually of 3 to 6 young. The mother makes

Cont. on next page

A Cottontail came into the yard 
for a drink on my birthday.
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a nest of leaves, lined with her chest fur and covered 
with other plant material. Usually, the mother only comes 
to the nest near dawn and dusk to nurse the young, 
Otherwise she will not be at the nest. Unfortunately, 
many people find a nest and conclude that the mother 
“abandoned” it so they take the young to raise, usually 
with poor results. Once the young open their eyes 
and move about outside the nest, they are on their 
own. A four or five-month old rabbit is pretty much 
indistinguishable from an adult.

Cottontails are generally silent, but if attacked can emit a 
very loud piercing scream.

We have at times had a single cottontail living in or near our yard. On some occasions, it 
would approach us as if it were a pet, and if tossed a handful of sunflower seeds, it would 
gladly eat them, even with nice green grass all round.

The Black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus) inhabits almost all of Texas except for the 
extreme southeast corner. They are 18 to 24 inches long and weigh from 4 to 8 pounds. 
They have been known to leap as far as 20 feet and to run up to 45 miles an hour for short 
distances.

They eat mostly green plants, including many row crops, but will resort to twigs and 
bark in the winter. I have seen jackrabbits digging for shallow grass roots in the winter. 
Jackrabbits, like the cottontails, re-ingest soft fecal pellets to gain more nutrition from their 
food.

Jackrabbits usually have from two to six litters a year of one to six young. The nest is a 
minimal scrape in the dirt with some grass and fur added. The young are eating plants 
within two weeks and are weaned and completely on their own within four. Like the rabbits, 
the mother only comes back to the nest or to individual young for a few brief visits a day.

Until next time...

There will only be three more 1 on 1 nature visits this year: Oct. 30, Nov.13 and 20, all at 
Riverside Nature Center from 10 to 12. I expect the visits to resume in warmer weather.

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of the books “Hill Country 
Ecology,” “Hill Country Landowner’s Guide” and “A Beginner’s Handbook for Rural Texas 
Landowners.” He can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com. Previous columns can be seen at 
www.hillcountrynaturalist.org

A Jackrabbit enjoying some green 
grass in August.
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La Quinta 
Real Ranch, 

LLC

RNC Donors
9/23/20 thru 10/20/20

Partners In Nature

Zoe Van Dyke
Eric Lowenthal

Harriet Redwine
Nate & Tara Smith

Mr. & Mrs. C Warren Ferguson

Nita Hazle
Joan Whalen
Jeff Schwarz
Kyra Bowman

Kristina Casanova
Mark & Judy Lakes

If you would like to renew your membership or become a member of the 
Riverside Nature Center please visit 

https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/become-a-member/

RNC New Members
9/23/20 thru 10/20/20

http://www.pwlarchitect.com/
http://http://www.century21thehills.com/
http://diamondsofkerrville.com/
https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/become-a-member/


10

Support RNC
DONATE NOW!

http://riversidenaturecen-
ter.org/index/about-rnc/

donate/general-dona-
tion-form/

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS

Becca Bigott
Bernice Fischer

Joe Hawkins
Malcolm Matthews

Liz Ross
Jake Walther
Zoe Van Dyke

RNC OFFICERSRNC OFFICERS

Barbara Oates-President              
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President
Bryan Brown - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone -  Treasurer                                 

We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook

(Riverside Nature Center Association)

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe 
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— 
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and                         
primarily operated by volunteers. 

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of 
our natural environment.  We provide quality           
educational experiences for the community’s   
children, adults and families; and we serve as 

a resource center for the community on native 
plants and nature related information. 

Riverside Nature Center

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028

(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

http://https://riversidenaturecenter.org/
http://https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/
http://https://www.instagram.com/riversidenaturecenter/
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/ 
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