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Dear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive DirectorDear Members and Friends... by Becky Etzler, Executive Director

Riverside Nature Notes

The Stars at Night are Big and Bright. Deep in the Heart of Texas. The images these 
words conjure are breathtaking. Orion, Ursa Major (also known as the Big Dipper), 
Ursa Minor and the Milky Way, these are astrological bodies with which we have grown 
up. Living in the Hill Country has many benefits. One of those is our night skies.

Travelers from all over the world come to Texas to experience our big, bright night 
skies. Sadly, visitors are finding our dark skies dwindling. With urban sprawl comes 
unnatural lighting. People want to feel secure, they want to promote their business, 

they want to play ball late into the night. None of these are unreasonable desires. But they can be 
achieved in ways that do not hinder our wildlife or encroach on our personal space. They can be 
achieved in ways that actually improve illumination and security. They can be achieved in ways that 
lessen the affect night lighting can have on our own human health.

These are the lessons that need to be learned and understood. We all know that it is through 
knowledge and understanding that changes are made. The role of educator has recently been 
adopted by group of concerned citizens: the Kerr County Friends of the Night Sky. Riverside Nature 
Center proudly supports this organization in its mission.

Our first collaboration is in the promotion of the inaugural Hill Country Night Sky Month. 
Throughout the month of October celebrations will occur all over the Hill Country. You can find a 
calendar of events through the Hill Country Alliance, here. The KCFoNS have been successful in 
obtaining proclamations from both the City of Kerrville and Kerr County in adopting October as Hill 
Country Night Sky Month and endorsing the need for our community to embrace the night skies as 
part of our heritage. Riverside Nature Center will 
also be signing a proclamation on Friday, 
October 2 at 11:00 here at the nature center. 
You’re welcome to attend. To learn more about the 
Kerr County Friends of the Night Sky group visit 
https://www.kerrnightsky.com/

Our role as stewards of this planet goes from the 
deepest depths of the oceans to the outer most
galaxies. It’s a vast territory and an immense 
responsibility. It’s our home!

Be Happy & Healthy…

Photo Credit: Todd Winters

https://www.kerrnightsky.com/
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Riverside Nature Center Upcoming Events & Programs

Every Friday @ RNC 10am-12pm
Have a nature related question? 

Need a specimen identified? Just curious? 
Hill Country Naturalist, Jim Stanley will be on 

hand, Fridays from 10-12 to assist you in
 unlocking some of nature’s mysteries.
Please practice physical distancing and 

preferably wearing a mask.

1on1 With a Naturalist

October 3rd 8:30am-11:30am
Be part of the reimagined UGRA River Clean 
Up by joining the Riverside Nature Center’s 

Town Creek Clean Up Team. We will be
 removing trash and inorganic debris from 

along the banks of Town Creek. Grabbers and 
plastic bags will be provided. Be sure to dress 

appropriately, you will be in tall 
bush in some areas. 

Meet in the RNC parking lot.
Register at http://www.ugra.org/major-initia-
tives/river-clean-up and note October 3 and 

Town Creek Team.

Town Creek CleanUp October 16th 1pm-2pm
Ever wonder what is a Christmas Count?

Join local bird enthusiast, Crystal Ledezma, 
the Kerr County Christmas Count coordinator 

to learn all of the what’s, how’s and why’s. 
View Page 6 for more info.

Register at 
riversidenaturecenter.org or (830)257-4837.

Suggested $5 donation.

NEd Talk Webinar

October 15th 1pm-2pm
Let’s celebrate the first annual Hill Country 
Night Sky Month. Join Nyta Brown, TPWD 
Park Superintendent for Old Tunnel State 

Park in a talk about the Mexican Free-tailed 
bats that reside at the park and experience an 

emergence. View Page 6 for more info.
Register at riversidenaturecenter.org or 

(830)257-4837

Batty For Night Skies Webinar

RNC WILL BE CLOSED
10/21!!

Visit riversidenaturecenter.org for 
more information!

October 17th & October 24th
8am-9:30am

Paul & Deloris Sellin will be leading two Bird 
Walks this month! The first on the 17th will 

meet in the parking lot at G St. River 
Trailhead. The walk on the 24th will meet at 
the Dog Park at Flat Rock Lake Park, 3840 

Riverside Dr.
Space is limited. Please RSVP to 

rnc.kerrville@gmail.com or (830)257-4837.

Bird Walk & Talks

October 10th 8am-4pm
Join RNC’s  team the Alfred Woodcock 

Watchers in our Big Sit. The Big Sit is part of 
the Great Texas Birding Classic. Team 

members will sign up for a specific time period 
during which they will sit within a 50 foot circle, 
observing COVID-19 precautions, with other 

members and count the number of birds 
observed. Birders of all ages and levels of 

experience are invited. 
Register at (830)257-4837 or at

 rnc.kerrville@gmail.com.

The Big Sit

http://www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/river-clean-up
http://www.ugra.org/major-initiatives/river-clean-up
http://riversidenaturecenter.org 
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The Pollinator Garden Assistance and Recognition Program is a partnership between 
Texas Master Naturalists and Native Plant Society of Texas volunteers who educate home-
owners, groups, institutions, and organizations about the importance of native plants and 
habitat in the Hill Country.

A small group of experienced volunteers visit with homeowners to asses their plantings, 
plans and the general condition of their garden. We then produce a report describing the 
conditions, listing their existing plants and recommendations for additional native plants 
based on their goals for the garden. Establishing even small native pollinator gardens can 
help offset some of the habitat loss being experienced in the hill country today.
The COVID-19 shutdown this spring curtailed our site visits and presentations so we would 
like to share with you some of our previous Site Visit Reports over the next few months.

You can learn more about the PGARP program at https://txmn.org/hillcountry/PGARP/

Pollinator Garden Assistance and Recognition Program
November 20, 2019
Stephanie Roberts

8071 Hwy 377 South, Junction, TX
Site visited by 

Richard & Teresa Coleman, Sharon Hixson and Janis Arterbury

The first time Stephanie Roberts and her husband drove up to the top of the hill and saw 
this view of the South Llano River from the back porch, they knew they wanted to live here. 
Their 45 acre hilltop property has been a labor of love for the two years they’ve owned it. 
They have a well but have been installing storage tanks and piping to at least provide
 irrigation to the new planting. They discovered the house had an existing gray water 
system as well. The back of the house faces to the south, gets full sun all day and it gets a 
little breezy 
up there at 
a 1960 ft. 
elevation.

By Richard Coleman

(Cont. on next page)

PGARP- Site Visit Report Introduction
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The stone retaining wall and 
rock garden, pictured left, was 
an artifact from the previous 
owner. 

The house sits back from the 
bluff, but the sloping site has 
erosion issues that they’ll want 
to address. 

We suggested using some of the 
rock to make a series of berms 
to slow the flow. The area was 
devastated by the “Pipeline 
Fire” in 2011 taking a neighbor’s 
house and most all the old oaks. 

They are fortunate to have the 
small grove of oaks on the west 
side of the house that can

 provide an oasis on a hot 
summer’s day. 

They recently completed a new garage/shop building where Stephanie is currently creating 
a storage system for under the stairway. Their hilltop was quite rocky, when they started 
work on the garage/shop a bulldozer was brought in because of the size of the rocks.

This did give them the 
chance to harvest some 

pretty impressive chunks of 
limestone that they used to 

make some defined 
planting areas. They 
brought in topsoil to 

provide some base and 
covered it with cedar mulch. 

The local electric company is happy to drop off fresh shredding’s when they’re working in 
the area clearing electrical lines. Sharon probed in and it looked like there was a 3 to 4 

inch layer. Might want to thin that out a bit when planting new plants. Starting from nothing, 
Stephanie has been a proactive buyer at our plant sales and also with Native American 

Seed. There is a plant list on the next page of some of the native plants she’s brought in.

(Cont. on next page)
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Stephanie is planting grass 
around the house to provide a 

place for the dogs to romp 
without all the sandbur grass. 

She has already sowed 
wildflower seeds on the east 

side of the house and she has 
spread a Native American Seed 

pollinator mix hoping to get a 
nice meadow going.                                    

A Partial Plant List
11/20/19

Stephanie Roberts
8071 Hwy 377 South

Junction, Texas
 
Existing and recently purchased plants
1 Oak Trees
2 Citrus Trees
3 Trident Maple
4 Mountain Laurel
5 Ash Juniper, Cedar
6 Mountain Penstemon
7 Agarita
8 Antelope Horn Milkweed
9 Button Bush
10 Desert Willow
11 Eves Necklace
12 Fountain Grass
13 Goldenrod
14 Hurricane Bush
15 Prickly Pear
16 Sideoats Grama
17 Volcano Bush
18 White Clover
19 Winter Rye
20 Yellow Indian Grass
21 Yucca
22 Texas Milkweed (Asclepias texana)
23 Mexican plum
24 Mesquite
25 Texas persimmon

1 Blackfoot Daisy
2 Bush sunflower
3 Butterfly Weed
4 Esperanza
5 Flame acanthus
6 Fragrant Mistflower
7 Golden Groundsel
8 Goldenball Leadtree
9 Gregg’s Mistflower
10 Gulf Muhly
11 Indian Blanket
12 Kidneywood
13 Lindheimer (aka Big) Muhly
14 Little bluestem
15 Mexican Redbud
16 Mountain Laurel
17 Pine Muhly
18 Pink Flamingo Muhly 
19 Prairie Flame Leaf Sumac
20 Purple Coneflower
21 Red Yucca
22 Rock Penstemon
23 Salvia Greggii
24 Scarlet (Hill Country) Penstemon
25 Silktassel
26 Skeleton-leaf Goldeneye
27 Snake Herb

Some Suggested Texas Natives that would do 
well in your gardens

If you would like more information on any of the 
plants listed you can visit the Lady Bird Johnson 

Wildflower Center’s web site for
 additional information:

https://www.wildflower.org/collections/collection.
php?collection=er30

28 Square-bud primrose
29 Standing Cypress
29 Texas Frogfruit
29 Texas Lantana
29 Turks cap
29 Wild Garlic

https://www.wildflower.org/collections/collection.php?collection=er30
https://www.wildflower.org/collections/collection.php?collection=er30
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By Martha Miesch
What You May See

Photo Credit: Marilyn Knight
After a long stretch of dryness, this part 
of the Hill Country was screaming for 
hand-watering and drip lines. In 
September, we had the pleasure of some 
nice rainfall producing colorful splashes of 
nature’s beautiful blooms.  

One of the pretty ones spotted by Marilyn 
Knight is Downy Goldenrod. You can see 
the delicate yellow flower heads scattered 
with shallow thin leaves during September 
and October. This perennial can easily be 
seen close to the small gate leading to the 
plant-filled meadow.

Thoroughwort, also known as Shrubby 
Boneset and White Mistflower, is a 
personal favorite. It stands out near the 
butterfly garden close to the back porch 
at RNC. You can count on seeing many 
different butterflies and insects gathered 
around, attracted to the fragrant nectar. 
The seeds that will later appear are a 
favorite delicacy for the birds. The white to 
pinkish white flower head stands out from 
May through November. 

Definitely look for Lindheimer’s Senna! 
This bushy perennial usually grows to be 
3-6ft high. Blooms can typically be seen 
from September to November. It has 5 
oval petals which are crimped at the 
edges, and compound leaves with 4-8 
pairs of oval leaflets. The leaflets are 
sometimes pointed and are covered with 
soft hairs and arranged in a spiral around 
the stems.You can find this bloomer 
scattered in the meadow at RNC.
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Celebrate the night sky all October 2020 during the 
Hill Country Alliance’s inaugural Hill Country Night Sky Month! 
Bring awareness to the importance of night sky preservation

in the Texas Hill Country.

Watch for Kerr County events on Facebook
Kerr County Friends of the Night Sky

To become a supporter or
For information sign up on https://www.kerrnightsky.com 
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By Susan Sander

The SS Reflection:
Life Goes On

Fall always seems to bring a sense of ending. Yet since March, 2020 has turned into an 
on-going litany of upendings, cancellations, even loss.

I’ve been spared the deep sorrow that has descended upon many others. I keep looking to 
Nature for guidance and fortunately, it’s not hard to find it. The power behind life continues. 
And with birds as guides this year, I am currently immersed in a book by Kate Fallon,
“Vulture: The Private Life of an Unloved Bird.”

I happen to like vultures, yet I missed out on Hinckley, Ohio’s Buzzard Day (back on March 
15th ) and International Vulture Awareness Day (September 5).

And I’ve certainly missed being with KISD 6th graders on their fall outdoor ed camp-out 
at the HEB Camp on the Frio River. For my birding activity I relied on the aide of vultures: 
with a 6-foot wingspan and effortless gliding, they are easy to spot and follow. From the top 
of a bluff we could be above the birds (or eye-level) as they took off in the morning from the 
baldcypress roost.

We’d watch as the birds circled at end of the valley, spirally higher and higher on a hot-air 
elevator to clear the 380-foot canyon walls then disappear south – without ever flapping 
their wings. They were also quiet, no wing whistling like white-winged doves, no raucous 
caws like ravens. Vultures were just one with the wind. And even as they glided high 
overhead the kids learned how to discern clues between a black vulture and a turkey 
vulture (blacks have white-wing tips; turkeys look like a flying capital T). Occasionally, a 
turkey vulture would swoop down low to a collective “wow” 
(kids always thought it was a cue).

We disparage vultures and miss-call them buzzards. That name belongs to a buteo hawk 
in Europe related to our red-tailed hawk and zone-tailed hawk (although it flies with and 
looks similar to turkey vultures the hawk has white bands in the tail). Due to their food 
choice of found dead meat (something we have in common), vultures are associated with 
death.

But not all cultures view them negatively. To the ancient Egyptians vultures were powerful 
symbols of life. (Look closely at the headdress.)

(Cont. on next page)
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The Griffon vulture … represents the phonetic value of 
A, and was used to write the word mut, meaning 
‘mother’. With the largest wingspan of any bird in 
Ancient Egypt the outspread wings of the vulture were 
seen as offering protection¹, … As vulture Goddesses 
Nekhbet and Mut became symbols of maternal love and 
protection…

In 2016 a group of scientists in Lima, Peru outfitted a 
trio of black vultures with Go-Pro cameras to help 
earth-bound humans locate illegal dumps.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=702j9CQcE-
Qg&amp;ab_channel=USAIDPeru

Perhaps during this season of change we should take 
heart that life carries on. Migration is part of a bigger 
natural cycle where birds travel thousands of miles to 
follow food sources. The turkey vultures I now see in 
Wisconsin will soon head to Texas as they can’t handle 

frozen food. Their stomach acid destroys pathogens found in decomposing bodies as well 
as many diseases that may have killed their dinner (think rabies, anthrax, or worse). Their 
role as the clean-up crew help safeguard others from diseases or toxic death. Vultures are 
great reminders that life is sustained by another’s death.

And on a lighter note: 40,000 years ago an enterprising Paleo-human in a German cave 
fashioned a hollow wing bone from a Griffon vulture into a flute. So while the birds are 
silent, they helped humans make music.

On your next trip to RNC look for the vulture “nest” with a baby (courtesy of Katy Appel).

For more information on vultures:

https://www.vultureday.org/downloads/

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Turkey_Vulture/maps-range

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=702j9CQcEQg&amp;ab_channel=USAIDPeru
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=702j9CQcEQg&amp;ab_channel=USAIDPeru
https://www.vultureday.org/downloads/ https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Turkey_Vulture/maps-range
https://www.vultureday.org/downloads/ https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Turkey_Vulture/maps-range
https://www.vultureday.org/downloads/ https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Turkey_Vulture/maps-range
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UGRA River Cleanup
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La Quinta 
Real Ranch, 

LLC

RNC Donors
8/25/20 thru 9/22/20

Partners In Nature

Martha Hix
Linda Miller 
Debra Smith
Pop Hair Art

Trudy Florence
Harriet Redwine 
Barbara Marquer 

Mike & Karen Burkett
Jacqui and James Partain

Hill Country Bicycle Works, Inc 

Lucy Spade
Carol Knutson

Trudy Florence
Trudy Eberhardt

If you would like to renew your membership or become a member of the 
Riverside Nature Center please visit 

https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/become-a-member/

RNC New Members
8/25/20 thru 9/22/20

http://www.pwlarchitect.com/
http://http://www.century21thehills.com/
http://diamondsofkerrville.com/
https://riversidenaturecenter.org/about-rnc/become-a-member/
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Support RNC
DONATE NOW!

http://riversidenaturecen-
ter.org/index/about-rnc/

donate/general-dona-
tion-form/

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS

Becca Bigott
Bernice Fischer

Joe Hawkins
Malcolm Matthews

Liz Ross
Jake Walther
Zoe Van Dyke

RNC OFFICERSRNC OFFICERS

Barbara Oates-President              
Peter Lewis - Past President
Tara Bushnoe - Vice President
Bryan Brown - Secretary
Jeff Gelsone -  Treasurer                                 

We would love it if you will
Like us on Facebook

(Riverside Nature Center Association)

What is a Riverside Nature Center?

Located at the confluence of the Guadalupe 
River and Town Creek in the Hill Country town of   

Kerrville —2010 population, 22,347— 
Riverside Nature Center is a 501[c][3] nonprofit                            

organization, owned by its members and                         
primarily operated by volunteers. 

Our mission is to advance the stewardship of 
our natural environment.  We provide quality           
educational experiences for the community’s   
children, adults and families; and we serve as 

a resource center for the community on native 
plants and nature related information. 

Riverside Nature Center

150 Francisco Lemos St.
Kerrville, Texas 78028

(830)257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org

and follow us on Instagram
(riversidenaturecenter)

http://https://riversidenaturecenter.org/
http://https://www.facebook.com/riversidenaturecenter/
http://https://www.instagram.com/riversidenaturecenter/
http://riversidenaturecenter.org/index/about-rnc/donate/general-donation-form/ 
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